
Progression of skills RE  

Progression in language, vocabulary and key ideas: a summary of a select shortlist of keywords and core concepts.  This table shows how 
learning across the age groups develops and uses the language or religious study and of par?cular religions in increasing depth.  The 
selected terms are a brief minimum.  The syllabus uses these key words in our long-term plans for 5-11’s, contribu?ng to well sequenced, 
coherent progression.  This is informed by OFSTED’S interest in ambi?ous curriculum, rich knowledge and progression in thinking and 
substan?ve knowledge.   

 Recep?on:   
Curiosity and experience 

Year 1 and 2  
5-7s: Exploring and 
discovering  

Year 3 and 4 
7-9s:  Knowing and 
understanding (adding to 
4-7 lists). 

Year 5 and 6 
9-11s Understanding and 
connec?ng (adding to 7-9 
lists). 

The general language of 
religious study 
 
  

Religion 
Special books 
Special places 
Special stories 
Prayer 

Religion, celebra5on, 
fes5val, symbol, thankful, 
faith, belief, wise sayings, 
rules for living, co-
opera5on, belonging, 
worship, holiness, sacred, 
crea5ons story. 
 

Religion, spiritual, 
commitment, values, 
prayer, pilgrim, 
pilgrimage, ritual, symbol, 
community, worship, 
devo5on, belief, life a?er 
death, des5ny, soul, 
inspira5on, role-model. 

Religion, harmony, 
respect, jus5ce, faith, 
inter-faith, tolerance, 
moral values, religious 
plurality, moral codes, 
holiness, spiritual, 
inspira5on, vision, 
symbol, community, 
commitment, values, 
sources of wisdom, 
spiritual, Golden Rule, 
charity, place of worship, 
scared text, devo5on, 
prayer, worship, 
compassion, Abrahamic 
tradi5ons, dharmic 
tradi5ons. 
 



Chris?anity 
 

Christmas 
Easter 
Bible 
Church 
Jesus 
 

Chris5an, God, Creator, 
Christmas, Easter, Jesus, 
church, altar, font, Bible, 
gospel, Holy spirit, 
bap5sm, Christening. 

Chris5an, Christmas, 
Easter, Pentecost, Harvest 
Fes5val, Messiah, liturgy, 
church, Gospel, Jesus, 
Holy Spirit, God the 
Creator, Trinity, Heaven. 
 

Chris5an, Jesus, Bible, 
Crea5on and Fall, Gospel, 
LeMers of Saint Paul, 
Trinity, Incarna5on, Holy 
Spirit, resurrec5on, 
Christmas, Holy week, 
Easter, Pentecost, 
Eucharist, agape, advent, 
disciple.   
 

Judaism 
 
 

 Jewish, synagogue, Torah, 
bimah, Hanukkah, Ark, 
Judaism, shabbat, Joseph 
 

 Judaism, Jewish, Torah, 
Shabbat, Pesach, 
Hanukkah, Ten 
commandments, 
persecu5on, prejudice, 
Beth Shalom, patriarch, 
Jacob, Ruth, King David, 
King Solomon, Esther, 
Purim, Prophet, Isaiah, 
Daniel 
 

Islam 
 
 

 Muslim, Islam, Allah, 
Prophet, mosque, Eid, 
Qur’an, Ibrahim 
 

Muslim, Islam, Allah, 
Prophets, mosque, 
Qur’an, paradise, Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) 
 
 
 
 

 



Hindu 
 
 

  Hindu, Hinduism, Sanatana 
Dharma, Rama, Sita, 
Hanuman, holi, Raksha 
bandhan 
 

 

Sikhism 
 
 

  The 5ks, the Khalsa, Kaur 
and Singh, Guru Govind 
Singh, Panj Piara 
 

 

Buddhism 
 
 

   Medita5on, Kathina, The 
Four Noble Truths, 
Boddhisatva, the Three 
Refuges, tranquillity 
 
 

Non-religious worldviews 
 
 

   Atheist, agnos5c, 
Humanist, ra5onalist, 
Golden Rule, ‘spiritual but 
not religious’, secular, 
scep5c, personal views. 
 

 

 


