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06/03/26 

Welcome message from the Headteacher 

Another great start to the half term!    

Dear all,  
What a great start to another half term with the children working incredibly 
hard in their handwriting and maths fluency skills. Additionally, I have had 
the opportunity to speak to children about how they are going to develop 
over this half term, what they have chosen to give up for lent and our core 
value of forgiveness this half term.  I have spoken to the children about 
what I have given up, cheese, something that I love. We spoke about the 
difficulty of lent but also the importance of building resilience. The children 
have taken away what they would either like to give up (some very 
ambitious giving up gaming for 40 days) while others discussed doing 
positives for others for 40 days like playing with a new friend or being 
supportive at home.  
 
Stage one of the front of the school works has been completed; new 
signage is being made and we are excited to hear from the diocese if we 
are able to move to stage 2 and 3. Stage 2 will be developing the carpark 
to create additional parking spaces as well as moving the bike shed and 
path from the car park. A new bin store will also be created. Stage 3 (the 
most expensive but most exciting) is for the new office to be moved to my 
current office. This will allow access from the new gate system rather than 
walking through the playground. We have another month to go before we 
find out if we can get some funding to support us on this project. I will 
keep you posted.  
 
We have also been looking at developing our OPAL, our TAs had training 
last Friday with our OPAL manager, and we are excited to see this 
developing further. We have built new welly racks for Year 1 and 2 which 
gives them their own space. This will also give KS2 more space for their 
wellies. We would like the children to play on the field and forest, we are 
aware the field needs time to recover and have some plans in place.  
 
Children have continued to work hard with their upcoming assessments 
that will arrive in the summer term. There will also be some teaching 
changes, Mrs Athill will be leaving the profession after Easter. We wish 
her the very best of luck and are very grateful for all the hard work she has 
put in at St John’s Primary School. Please see below staff changes.  
 
       Have a great weekend - Mr Worton-Geer 
 

 

 

Pupil quote of the week-   Leo (Y1) - We had PE yesterday, and we did 
gymnastics. It was really fun. At lunchtimes I like playing with my 
friends.  
Quote from the bible-  Matthew 6:12 - And forgive us our debts, as 
we also have forgiven our debtors. 

 

 

Improvements to the 
school: 

We have had several improvements 

so far: 

- The new front gate system is 

in place with the new Paxton 

system, please ensure to use 

the new gate. The carpark 

gate has now been moved up 

to the courtyard.  

- We have developed our TA 

staff in OPAL with training 

last week. Our Play team are 

eager to continue to develop 

lunch times.  

- New signage for the carpark,  

front entrance and back 

entrance is beginning to be 

worked on, any ideas would 

be greatly appreciated.  

- Miss Donnelly will be joining 

the school in Year 2 and 3.  

- Miss Gee will be in 

Reception in the Summer 

term overseeing the EYFS 

unit 

- Miss O’Sullivan will be 

joining the school in Nursery 

in the Summer term.  

 

 

 

Spring Term 2 

Value: forgiveness  

 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/6-12.html
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Highlights 
Here is some useful information that is happening in the school. 
  

Staff changes for Summer: 

To ensure continuity for our pupils, we have been actively recruiting new staff. We are pleased to welcome Miss Donnelly and 

Miss O’Sullivan who will join our team after the Easter break, and Mr Beaumont, who will join us in July. As a result, there 

will be some adjustments to staffing across the school. Please note that all TAs will remain the same in the five classes. Year 1 

will continue as it is for the remaining part of the year.  

Miss Gee will be going into Reception for the Summer term as she knows the children well and their learning outcomes, ready 

for the end of EYFS profiling. She has been working with Reception throughout the year already and will continue to oversee 

all of EYFS as they continue to work as a unit in the afternoons. 

Summer 1 Staffing (this academic year- April - May) 

Year Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Nursery Miss O’ Sullivan 

Reception Miss Gee 
1 Mrs Scott Mrs de la Croix 

2 Mrs Levy Mrs Backman 

3 Miss Donnelly Mrs Miller 

During this time, Miss Donnelly will also be spending time in Year 2 on a Thursday and Friday, getting to know the class in 

preparation for Summer 2, as well as supporting Year 3. If Mrs Backman needs to go on maternity leave earlier, we will move 

to summer 2 staffing sooner. 

Summer 2 Staffing (this academic year- June - July) 

Year Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Nursery Miss O’ Sullivan 

Reception Miss Gee 
1 Mrs Scott Mrs de la Croix 

2 Mrs Levy Miss Donnelly 

3 Miss Donnelly Mrs Miller 

Mr Beaumont will be available throughout the weeks in July to support with any maternity if cover is required.  We recognise 

that staffing changes can feel significant, and we want to reassure you that every decision has been made with the best interests 

of the children in mind. Our priority is to maintain consistency and ensure that each class continues to receive high-quality 

teaching and support. 

Amazon Wish list 
We have created our amazon wish list if parents would like to 
buy items for the school – this would be greatly appreciated. 

The link is found here. Throughout the year we will update the 

wish list.  

Attendance: 
Week commencing 23rd February 2026 

Year  Percent Place 

Nursery 100% 1st    

Year 1 96.9% 5th    

Year 2 98.7% 2nd    

Year 3 94.7% 8th   

Year 4 98.1% 3rd  

Year 5 95.3% 7th    

Year 6 95.6% 6th     

Year R 97.5% 4th    
 

https://amzn.eu/7jTBxBj
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Keeping Safe -  Healthy Me - PSHE 
 
This half term the focus for our PSHE lessons across the school is  Healthy 
Me 
 
This unit explores the relationship between physical and emotional health; 
nutrition, sleep, exercise and hygiene; emotional wellbeing; drug education 
(including medicines); keeping safe; understanding habits and making 
healthy lifestyle choices. 
 
Mrs de la Croix will be leading a whole school collective worship on this theme in the first two weeks of 
the new term with the help of our Governor Victoria Robinson.  

 
 
 

 
 

On Friday 13th March, we would like all pupils and staff 

to wear an item of clothing that is yellow and all 

donations will be collected at the gate on the Friday in 

sponsor of the Big Yellow Friday. This is raising money 

for charity to support children with life long liver disease. 

Please see this link for more information on the Big 

Yellow Friday. https://childliverdisease.org/wp-

content/uploads/2026/01/BYF-2026-Fundraising-Pack-

v2.pdf  

Parent Consultations Schedule: 
Please wait for the Arbor email to book your slots 

 

Tuesday 24th March – Year 1 and Year 6 

• Format: Face-to-face 

• Time: 3:00pm–6:00pm 

• Location: Library Mrs Scott and Miss Brady will be 

attending their National Professional Qualification 

training on Wednesday, so Year 1 and Year 6 will hold 

their consultations on Tuesday. 

Wednesday 25th March – Nursery, Reception, Years 2–5 

• Format: Face-to-face 

• Time: 3:00pm–6:30pm (break 5:00–5:30pm) 

• Location: Hall 

Thursday 26th March – Reception to Year 6 

• Format: Face-to-face and online 

• Time: 

o 3:00pm–5:00pm face-to-face 

o 5:30pm–6:30pm online appointments only 

o (Break 5:00–5:30pm) 

If you would like to arrange sibling appointments on the 

same day, Thursday may be the most convenient option. 

Throughout all consultation evenings, Mr Worton-Geer and 

Mrs de la Croix will be available and moving between 

spaces should you need to speak with them. 

  

Child Prayer: 
 
Dear God, thank you for everything you have made, Amen. (Sienna – Year 1) 
 
 

 

SEND Coffee Morning 

https://events.hertfordshire.gov.uk/local-offer/send-drop-in-coffee-morning-stevenage-1 

 

https://childliverdisease.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/BYF-2026-Fundraising-Pack-v2.pdf
https://childliverdisease.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/BYF-2026-Fundraising-Pack-v2.pdf
https://childliverdisease.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/BYF-2026-Fundraising-Pack-v2.pdf
https://events.hertfordshire.gov.uk/local-offer/send-drop-in-coffee-morning-stevenage-1
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Mobile phones: 

DfE publishes additional mobile phone guidance for schools  

The Department for Education has published updated supporting materials linked to its January 2026 Mobile phones in 
schools guidance. The non-statutory guidance comes into effect from 1 April 2026, with the expectation that schools 
operate as mobile phone-free environments by default. St John’s Primary School is a mobile phone-free environment 
for children. Mobiles are only to be brought to school for children who walk home in Year 5 and 6 with permission. 
When these phones are in school, they are to be turned off and only turned back on when leaving the school at the 
end of the day. 

Read more here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools 

 
Charity Donations:  

Congratulations to Jarrod in Year 5 for raising £42.01 for the charity of Cancer Research UK by selling his rock 
collection. Jarrod has donated his funds from selling rocks to assist with lung cancer research in particular. We are 

extremely proud of him.  He thanks all those that bought his rocks and gems. 
 

 
 

Calendar 

Monday 9th -Friday 13th March  Science Week 

Wednesday 11th March  Year 1-6 Science Workshop 

Thursday 12th March Book Look Day- 2:45pm 

Friday 13th March Forest School – Year 4 

Monday 16th-Friday 20th March Year 6 Residential trip to Essex Outdoors 

Friday 20th March Forest School – Year 3 

Monday 23rd -Thursday 26th March Mock SAT’s Week ( Year 6)  

Tuesday 24th , Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th March Parent Consultations 

Friday 27th March Forest School – Year 2 

Friday 27th March Last day of term – finish 1:30pm 

Monday 30th March – Friday 10th April  Easter Holidays 

Monday 13th April INSET Day 

Tuesday 14th April  First day back for children  

Tuesday 28th April – Friday 1st May Year 5 Residential Trip to Fellowship Afloat 

Monday 4th May  Bank Holiday 

Monday 11th May – Thursday 14th May Year 6 SATs 

Friday 15th May  Year 6 Party and Dress down day - £2 donation 

Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May May half term 

https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkcGO2yAQhp_GvlSxYDDGHDi0ai313AewMExsNja4DE60b18lm0hVtVKPfB_8Gv6x-z5Gu6G52Dc7hROVlPGcUyx02nPyhyshxdob30o9sRoNV4r3oHXX17jZsI4e13DF_D4Gb4TutJCqhf5lgzfApQJgHddPtiGRnXEs7zuaDzTlZL2zVJ5XMlI6ssNP3xP-PjB-yBc6pkfaj_vp2z9hn5nFtF64TvQK7Fm3TjuuuXeKKzlpODMt6mCAQccABOukBtkI3SO3rWQcWgXWVy27vE1bQ_aM82GzD3EOkdyS0kqNS81xqVezlLJTJb5WMFQw3G63Zk7X5rhUMMzpijluGEsFw35Ma3D23jdVMGxpCiue9iVFpFOIp2du_WqPMHrMo0-bDdH8d5BsFnyM7MNMN1zXZsFcqCG3PDS6sAeM5dG4FPcvtkzUFMpzCa2SnPUS6mJ-hYJffn6vQPyFrwb-BAAA__-OoMc-
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Academic Highlights 
Here is some useful information that is happening in the school. 
  

Nursery: 
In Nursery, we have been learning 
some new sounds!  We have been 
thinking of words that begin with 's' 
and 'a', searching for them in the 
environment and practising the 
correct formation of these 
letters.  We have enjoyed joining in 
the singing assembly with the whole 

school to get ready for the Easter service at the end of term! 
 

 

Reception: 
Reception have been 
holding a weekly morning 
reading session 
throughout this half term. 
This week we had 21 
parents who joined us to 
share a book with the 
class. Thank you for all 
your support. 

 

Year 1: 
Year 1 had a fantastic start back 
after half term and thoroughly 
enjoyed celebrating World Book Day 
thus Thursday. The children arrived 
in a wonderful array of book 
character costumes and spent the 
day immersed in stories and sharing 

their love of reading with one another. As part of the day, we 
linked our learning with DT, by sewing our own monster 
puppets, inspired by Little Monsters by David Walliams. The 
children learned simple sewing techniques and were delighted 
to use their handmade puppets to retell the story. It was a 
joyful day filled with creativity, storytelling and a shared 

celebration of books.                 
 
 

Year 2: 
We have had a wonderful 
start back to the term in 
Year 2. The children are 
demonstrating 
enthusiasm about the new 
topics we are learning and 
are really trying their best 
in lessons. They have 
really enjoyed our History 

topic so far learning about the first flight. The children 
have really impressed me with the way they retained 
our learning from the first History session and could 
recall lots of facts about the Wright brothers and how 
they are significant today. We had great fun acting out 
the first flight in class! 
 
 

Year 3: 
Not only did lots of 
book characters come 
to life on World Book 
Day – so did the sun! 
Year 3 enjoyed the 
CBBC live lesson and 
completed the reading 
passport challenges. 
In the afternoon they 

began making a non-fiction pop-up book about Italy, learning 
about its location, flag and climate. 

Year 4: 
Year 4 have had a busy 

start to March!  We've 

stepped up our rehearsals 

for the Easter play and we 

can't wait to perform this at 

St. John's Church in a 

couple of weeks. World 

Book Day took place this 

week and it was lovely to see everyone dressed up as 

their favourite book characters. Can you find Mr Draper 

(Where's Wally) in this photo? 

Year 5: 
Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed dressing up for World Book 
Day…there were some amazing characters! Mrs Norris and Mrs 

Bell took on the theme of police 
officers (PC Sunshine 1 & 2). 
Although this is from the Mr Men 
book it is also representation of the 
Mini Police sessions that Year 5 are 
taking part in. They were so 
engaged in the first session where 
they learnt more about how the 

police operate. This course will continue for 8 weeks where the 
children will engage in different activities and hopefully meet a 
trained police dog!  

Year 6: 
Year 6 have had a 
wonderful first week 
back. Friday, we had 
forest day where the 
children planted trees in 
our forest area, practiced 
starting a fire and played 
games. In the photo 
below the children are 

creating a 'mudcastle'! We are now looking forward to 
our residential trip which is coming up very soon. 
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Parish News 
Here is some useful information that is happening in the Parish. 
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The Friends News 
Here is some useful information that is happening with the Friends. 

 

   

 

 
 
 

Dates for the diary for half termly meetings are: 
 
 

Wednesday 25th March 2025 
 

Wednesday 29th April 2025 
 

Wednesday 24th June 2025 

 
 
 

 

Target: £10,000 
 
Total so far: 
£7466.50 

World Book day 

 
Sport’s day 

Father’s day 
projects 

Mother’s day 
projects 

Christmas 
bizarre 

£1966.50 

 These are the cake sale dates 
 

Yr 2 - 13/3/26 
Yr 1 - 17/4/26 

R - 8/5/26 
N - 22/5/26 

 

Our future events that we would like to run and 
will need support are: 

- Christmas Fair 

- Christmas Cards 

- Mother’s Day project 

- Father’s Day project 

- Sports Day 

- Year 6 Show 

- Odd shoe day 

Fireworks 
£2200 

Anonymous 
Donations 

£1000 

Tesco Grant 
£1000 

Quiz night  
£1300 
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