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11/06/26 

Welcome message from the Headteacher 

Rain, sun and a little bit of fun! 

Dear all,  
What peculiar weather we have had over the past two weeks? We have 
had the scorching sun over the half term and returned to rain, flooding, 
and thunderstorms. Thank you all for being patient with the flooding 
situation at the back gate, this has been escalated with Thames Water 
and whilst they have cleared the issue, I have requested a further 
investigation for a long-term solution.  
 
The school has been busy implementing our new iPad management 
system, Jamf. This platform enables us to meet the updated 
safeguarding requirements for monitoring and filtering that will come into 
effect in September 2026. We are also delighted to be becoming a 
flagship school for the programme, with colleagues from other schools 
visiting to see how effectively the system has been implemented and 
how it is supporting teaching, learning, and safeguarding across the 
school. 
 
The children have been very busy this half term starting off with several 
assessments. Year 4 have completed their MTC test this week and Year 
1 and 2 have been working on their phonics. Year 6 are being externally 
moderated for writing and continue to push to show some incredible 
pieces of writing. Reception is working on finalising their Early Learning 
Goals too. Reports are being written as we speak for our end of year 
outcomes; staff are using the INSET day tomorrow to complete these. I 
then have around 2 weeks to read and comment ready for July. I have 
already read one classes reports and feel overjoyed to read such 
incredible comments from the staff about our pupils. I am very proud of 
them all.  
 
Sports week has been planned for and we continue to work on 
developing this further. Unfortunately, sports premium money is stopping 
at the end of this year with only a term of transition to a new system. I will 
keep you updated on what will happen with this. We will aways continue 
to offer sporting competitions and will wait for the DFE and Sports 
England to update us on their future systems. Working with 7 other 
primary schools and Monk’s Walk, we will continue to provide 
competitions for our children even if it is slightly different.  
 
We are also working on the calendar for next year and will update this 
shortly on the website and calendar. I will again reach out to the website 
provider to see if they can migrate the calendar for home use. Watch this 
space.  
 
 Have a great long weekend- Mr Worton-Geer 

 

 

 

Pupil quote of the week-   Isla (Year 1): I really like my teachers 
who are nice and look after us.  Thank you for our lunchtimes and 
playtimes.   

Quote from the bible- Psalm 34:8: “Taste and see that the LORD is 
good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him." 

 

Improvements to the 
school: 

We have had several improvements so far: 

 

- Our new JamF iPad system is up 

and running and working well 

across the school. 

- We have 4 new staff laptops that 

have been given out to allow more 

effective teaching and 

communication. 

- We have had lots of items 

donated for OPAL from parents 

and families, thank you so much!  

- We have created a team of 

governors, staff the chair of the 

Friends and myself to create a 

plan regarding the field 

- We have ordered some items for 

our river side to be spent on from 

the donation from Thamas 

Water- thank you for this £2500 

donation.  

- New boilers have been put in 

every single classroom and 

updated water systems.  

 

 

Thank you to Mr Ali for visiting us 

to talk about Islam. 

Summer Term 2 

Value: Goodness  
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Highlights 
Here is some useful information that is happening in the school. 
  

 
Lovely News! 

 
 
 

Jude Jake Backman born 
yesterday at 17.39pm 

weighing 7lbs 11oz and 
perfectly healthy  

Congratulations to Mr & Mrs 
Backman 

Attendance: 
Week commencing 1st June 2026 

Year  Percent Place 

Nursery 100% 1st     

Year 1 99.7% 2nd    

Year 2 99.3% 3rd    

Year 3 98% 5th  

Year 4 93.5% 7th   

Year 5 88.7% 8th   

Year 6 98.1% 4th    

Year R 97.7% 6th   
 

Transition for next year: 

We will be saying goodbye to Mr J. Draper, who will be relocating over the summer and has secured a teaching position closer to his new home. 

While we are sad to see him go, we are incredibly grateful for his hard work and commitment during his time with us. We wish him every success 

and happiness in the future. We will also be saying goodbye to Miss C Szita, who is going to university to study Psychology. We thank her for her 

time at our school and hope her studies go well. 

We are delighted to announce the appointment of Mrs S. Halawa as our new EYFS Lead. She brings a wealth of experience and a deep passion for early 

years education, and we are excited to welcome her to our school community. In addition, we are pleased to have recruited Mrs C. Coleman, who will be 

joining our teaching team in September, as well as Mr P. Beaumont, who will also be taking up a new role within the school. We look forward to the 

contributions they will bring to our pupils and wider community. Mr J Norris has been recruited as an intervention Teaching Assistant while studying at 

university. 

Finally, we would like to share that Mrs B. Levy and Mrs J. Backman will both be on maternity leave. We send them our warmest congratulations and look 

forward to welcoming them back in due course. 

How You Can Help Support OPAL Play 
We are always looking to enrich our play provision with loose parts and open-ended materials. If you have any of the following items at home, 

we would love your donations: 

🧺 Storage & Building Materials 🧵 Fabrics & Den-Making  🛋️ Soft Loose Parts 🏖️ Sand Play 

• Plastic crates and trays (e.g. 

bread trays, milk/bottle 

crates) 

• Lightweight plastic pallets 

• Duvet covers, bed sheets, 

curtains 

• Old saris (especially silk – 

great for outdoor use!) 

• Netting or gauzy materials 

• Tarpaulins 

• Sofa cushions 

• Soft suitcases 

• Yoga mats 

• Pool noodles 

• Materials to help us create a 

temporary sand area such as: 

o Tyres 

o Tarpaulin 

o Netting 

💧 Water Play 🧼 Messy & Creative Play 🫧 Bubble Play 🧱 Construction Play 

• Watering cans  

• Pipes, gutters, and trays 

 

• Brushes, paintbrushes, whisks 

• Bubble bath or foam 

• Tough trays 

• Bubble machines 

• Bubble hoops and rings 

• Lego, Duplo, or similar 

building toys for use in 

small, defined areas 

 

  

Child Prayer: 
Dear God, Dear God, thank you for the school, thank you for the fishes, thank you for the things we have in school 
and thank you for looking after us.  
 

Amen (Year 1 - Sheu ) 
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Sports Day Friday - 3rd July 2026:  
Sports day is going to be a busy day with lots planned – I 
am looking forward to it. Children will be asked to wear 

house group colours. Children will sit in their house 
groups (apart from Nursery). They will be cheering their 
house groups together for extra house points! Races will 
begin around 9:15am with the aim to be finished around 
11:30am. Each child will take part in each race if they 
wish. Events include: egg and spoon, obstacle course, 
sack race, running and relays. At the end of the event, 

children will be asked to go back to class at around 
11:30am to prepare for our picnic lunch. If parents are 

unable to stay for the picnic lunch, they can decide either 
to take their children home at 12pm when they will come 
back out or stay with our MDAs and teaching staff. After 
the picnic at around 1pm if parents would like to collect 

their children for the afternoon they are welcome to while 
the school continuous to be open until 2:10pm as normal. 

This year, we will be also sharing where we are with 
OPAL and how children play with the equipment across 

the whole site. We encourage you to join in with this 
event – please bring your wellies if it is looking wet! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Calendar 

Friday 12th June INSET Day 

Wednesday 17th June Spurs Football coaching Years 1 -6 -weekly 

Friday 19th June Year 5 Forest School 

Monday 22nd-Friday 26th June Assessment Week 

Thursday 25th June Year 4 trip to Knebworth 

Monday 29th June -Friday 3rd July   Sports week 

Wednesday 1st July @3:30-5pm Open evening  

Friday 3rd July  Sports Day and picnic lunch 

Friday 3rd July Parent play with OPAL during picnic lunch 

Friday 10th July Year 3 and 4 Forest School 

Thursday 9th July Transition day for Hertfordshire  

Friday 10th July Reports due home 

Tuesday 14th July Rocksteady Concert – 9am 

Friday 17th July Year 2 Forest School 

Friday 17th July Year 6 Leavers Party  

Wednesday 22nd July  Leavers Service and Celebration at St John’s Church 8:50am 
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Academic Highlights 
Here is some useful information that is happening in the school. 
  

Nursery: 
Last week, the children enjoyed 

learning about the story The Very 

Hungry Caterpillar. They sequenced 

pictures from the story and were 

excited to act out the life cycle of a 

butterfly. In Maths, the children 

practised matching numerals to 

corresponding quantities and 

ordering numbers. 

This week, the children are continuing their learning about minibeasts 
and have listened to the story of Incy Wincy Spider. They enjoyed 
singing the nursery rhyme and following the story, making predictions 
about which animal would appear next. 

 

Reception: 
Reception are learning 

about living and non-living 

things at the moment. We 

have been thinking about 

what the characteristics are 

of living things, such as the 

ability to breathe, grow and 

move. We specifically 

looked at different animals. 

We then thought about our favourite animals and painted 

them, creating our own Reception zoo!  

 

Year 1: 
Year 1 have had a fantastic 
start to our final half term. We 
thoroughly enjoyed a visit from 
Safari Stu as part of our 
Science learning about 
animals. The children had an 
amazing opportunity to meet 
and handle a range of 
fascinating animals, including 

snakes, skinny pigs and other exotic creatures. It was a wonderful 
hands-on experience which helped bring our learning about animal 
groups and classification to life.  

Year 2: 
Year 2 had a fun packed week 
last week. Although it was wet, 
windy and chilly on our class 
trip to the beach, we still 
managed to have fun! We 
played in the sand and made 
sure to get our ice- creams 
before we left! We also really 
enjoyed our afternoon when 

Safari Stu came to visit. We got to encounter and even hold a 
range of animals from a hissing cockroach, to turtles, snakes 
and a chameleon! 

 

Year 3: 
In Year 3 we were taking part in 
drama as part of our RE lesson.  
We were learning all about 
Jesus calling his 12 disciples.  
We had lots of fun re-enacting 
the story.   
   

 
 

Year 4: 
We’re into the final half-term of the 

academic year and Year 4 are 

continuing to work hard. This week 

we’ve completed our Multiplication 

Tables Check and every pupil should 

be proud of how hard they’ve worked 

practicing and revising their Times 

Tables over the last few months! 

We’ve also started some new units of 

learning and been treated to special football session with a 

coach from Tottenham Hotspur! 

 

Year 5: 
Year 5 have been watching these 
butterflies grow this term. They 
started out as caterpillars, we 
observed their metamorphosis, they 
turned into beautiful butterflies and 
just before half term we released 
them! 
 

Year 6: 
Year 6 have had a lovely few 

forest school days since our 

last newsletter. The children 

have been busy making 

natural dreamcatchers, 

creating dens and doing a 

little gardening too. They're 

naturals! 
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Parish News 
Here is some useful information that is happening in the Parish. 
  

 
Summer in Digswell Parish. 

June  

Thu 18: 7.30pm Finance Committee online 

Fri 19: 9.30am Parish Book Club meets at Coffee Pot 
Title What You Are Looking For Is In the Library – Michiko Aoyama 

Sat  20: St Albans Pilgrimage in the City Centre: a great day 

out. 

Sun 21: 9:30 am  All Age Service followed by refreshments.  

 

Tue 23: 10:45am Digswell Unity Group at Christ the King 

Hub 

7.30pm Christ the King Working Group online 

 

Wed  24: 12  Noon Summer Lunch at the Cowper Arms. 

Book by responding to this email 

7.30pm St John's Church Committee online 

 

Thu 25: 7.30pm St John's hosts Welwyn Hatfield Diocesan 

Synod.  

Fri 26: Summer Digswell Digest is published. 

Sat 27: 7.30pm Welwyn Garden City Music Society Summer 

Concert at St John's..  

Purchase tickets via website 

 

Mon 29: 12:30pm St John's School Governors Strategy Day 

at School. 

8pm Standing Committee at the Rectory, 

 

July  

Thu 2: 7:30pm Parochial Church Council Meeting at the 

Rectory. 

Sat 4:  9:15am A Moment of Healing  

10am Parish Summer Breakfast at Christ the King Hub. Prizes 

are needed for the raffle and tombola.  

 

 

SUMMER BREAKFAST Saturday 4th July 10 - 1, 
Christ the King Hub 
 
 
We will be having a raffle and tombola and would be 
very grateful if you are able to donate a prize. 
Please bring tombola  items to any church service or 
cafe and speak to Heather for details as to how to 
donate a raffle prize. 
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St Albans Pilgrimage 

It's a great day out for all the family! 

Saturday 20th June is Alban Day when the centre 

of St Albans is sealed off for families and pilgrims to enjoy 

a mega procession and lots of fun. 

Details here 

https://www.enjoystalbans.com/event/alban-day-2026/ 

 

The Revd Selina Evans leads this week's online service 

for parents to relax and enjoy 

This Week's Audio Service.  

https://soundcloud.com/user-844410332/audio-service-7-june-26-m4a 

 

Summer Breakfast 

Include copy from poster provided. 

 

Items of Prayer 

Please let the clergy know of any family members you would like 

prayed for at St John's. 

info@digswellparish.org.uk 

 

Baptism & Confirmation 

Any families wanting children to be baptised this summer should 

contact Revd Selina Evans or Fr Rob. 

Children aged 10 going on 11 are able to be confirmed. 

 

https://www.enjoystalbans.com/event/alban-day-2026/
https://soundcloud.com/user-844410332/audio-service-7-june-26-m4a
mailto:info@digswellparish.org.uk
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The Friends News 
Here is some useful information that is happening with the Friends. 

 

   

 

 

Target: £10,000 
 
Total so far: 
£7466.50 

World Book day 

 
Sport’s day 

Father’s day 
projects 

 
Dates for the diary for half termly meetings are: 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday 24th June 2025 

 
 
 

 

 

Reps for each class 

Roshni Bharij Nursery Vacancy 

Natalie 
Burnett 

Reception Nicola 
Pattison 

Fiona 
Hetherington 

Year 1 Sara Box-
Hashem 

Claire Dixon Year 2  Chantelle 
Newman 

Kelly Butler Year 3 Lauren 
Bowman 

Jo Jamieson Year 4 Lisa Robson 

Lee Pocha Year 5 Natalie 
Burnett 

Sarah Dolton Year 6 Roshni Bharij 
 

Mother’s day 
projects 

Christmas 
bizarre 

£1966.50 

We have updated our webpage 
on the school website.  

 
Please come and visit to see 

how we have spent the money 
so far: 

 
https://www.digswell.herts.sch.uk/the-

friends-association  
 

 

Our future events that we would like to run and 
will need support are: 

- Christmas Fair 

- Christmas Cards 

- Mother’s Day project 

- Father’s Day project 

- Sports Day 

- Year 6 Show 

- Odd shoe day 

Fireworks 
£2200 

Anonymous 
Donations 

£1000 

Tesco Grant 
£1000 

Quiz night  
£1300 

   

https://www.digswell.herts.sch.uk/the-friends-association
https://www.digswell.herts.sch.uk/the-friends-association
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Dear Parent/Carer, 
  

In Hertfordshire children and young people who are registered with a 
Hertfordshire GP can currently access a range of services to support 
them with their emotional and mental wellbeing.  This includes 
free online, virtual and digital support delivered 
through WithYouth young people’s service for 5-18-year-olds (including 
the Lumi Nova game) and the Sandbox for 10–25-year-olds. 
To ensure we are commissioning services that are based on the needs of 
children and young people, Hertfordshire County Council and the NHS 
are seeking the views of those who have or may access these services’ 
support. 
By completing this short survey as a young person or a parent/carer of 
a child or young person, you will help us understand your views and 
opinions as well as indicating what you might want from future online, 
virtual or digital mental health and emotional wellbeing support. 
Complete the survey as a Parent/Carer or young person 
here: https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/KTU
LEE/   
  
Kind Regards 
  
Charlotte Best 
  
Emotional Wellbeing and Schools Co-ordinator 
Emotional Mental Wellbeing in Education Team (EMWiE) 
NHS Central East ICB 
schoolsmh@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
 
 

Starting Reception for children with SEND - 

online info session (ages 0-5) 

Starting Reception is a big milestone for both 

children and parents, especially if your child has 

any special educational needs. It's completely 

natural to have questions about how to prepare. 

 

 

To support families during this important 

transition, the Early Years SEND team are 

hosting an online Microsoft Team's session on 

Tuesday 16 June at 7pm, where we'll share 

practical tips, and ways to support your child's 

emotional and social readiness for school. 

 

If you have any questions please contact Kay 

Smith Kay.Smith1@hertfordshire.gov.uk or 

Natalie Muller - 

Natalie.Muller@hertfordshire.gov.uk. 

 

 

You can join the session at 7pm on Tuesday 16 

June. 
  

 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/KTULEE/
https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/KTULEE/
mailto:schoolsmh@hertfordshire.gov.uk
https://email.hertfordshire.gov.uk/c/AQiztA8QjuiQARjL-4bAASCowpwdKL7bpxc2D3woOxe2Jpl5uVXgKjCaltngCU8AfJD5ABhNHcpQwg
https://email.hertfordshire.gov.uk/c/AQiztA8QjuiQARjL-4bAASCowpwdKL7bpxc2D3woOxe2Jpl5uVXgKjCaltngCU8AfJD5ABhNHcpQwg
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