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Phonics Screening Check
The Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
Most Year 1 children take the statutory Phonics Screening Check in June each year, so please avoid booking holidays during this time.
The Phonics Screening Check measures children's progress in phonics and the knowledge they have gained throughout Reception and Year 1. Its purpose is to identify any children who may benefit from additional support at this important stage of learning to read.
The check is carried out individually with your child's teacher in one short session, lasting approximately 10 minutes. It is designed to feel informal and relaxed. Children begin with a few practise words to ensure they understand what to do, however, throughout the year we regularly practise using previous screening materials, so that the children feel confident and familiar with the format.
What does the check assess?
The screening check assesses children's ability to read:
· One-syllable and two-syllable phonically decodable words, such as blast and dolphin, by sounding out and blending the graphemes (letters and letter groups).
· Pseudo (or "alien") words, such as chack and meft. These made-up words assess children's phonics skills without relying on word recognition or memory. Each pseudo-word is accompanied by a picture of an imaginary alien to help children understand that it is not a real word.
Results
The pass mark (known as the threshold) is set nationally after the screening check has taken place. Parents will receive their child's result in the Summer Term report sent home in Summer 2.
Children who do not meet the threshold receive additional phonics support in school and will have another opportunity to take the check at the end of Year 2.
Test Structure
The screening check consists of 40 words, divided into two sections of 20 words. Both sections contain a mixture of real words and pseudo (alien) words.
Section 1
Words in Section 1 have a variety of simple word structures (for example CVC – consonant, vowel, consonant - , VCC, CCVC and CVCC) using:
· Single letters (a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, o, p, q, r, s, t, u, v, w, x, y and z)
· Common consonant digraphs (ch, ck, ff, ll, ng, sh, ss, th and zz)
· Frequent and consistent vowel digraphs (ar, ee, oi, oo and or)
Section 2
Words in Section 2 have more complex word structures (for example CCVCC, CCCVC, CCCVCC and two-syllable words) and include:
· Additional consonant digraphs (ph and wh)
· Less frequent and less consistent vowel digraphs, including split digraphs (a-e, ai, au, aw, ay, ea, e-e, er, ew, i-e, ie, ir, oa, o-e, ou, ow, oy, ue, u-e and ur)
· Trigraphs (air and igh)
How can I help my child at home?
There are lots of simple ways you can support your child with their phonics learning:
· Read together a minimum of 4 times a week, even if only for 4-5 minutes
· Encourage your child to sound out unfamiliar words before telling them the answer
· Re-read favourite books to help build fluency and confidence
· Practise the weekly Monster Phonics sounds and words sent home in their books each week
· Keep reading enjoyable and celebrate your child's efforts and progress
· Towards the end of Year 1, have a go at the free, online Monster Phonics practise screening check together
· Practise flash cards of words and sounds sent home from school. Game ideas are in the Summer Holiday Adventure Pack and on our class webpage.
Monster Phonics
At St John's, we use the Monster Phonics programme to teach phonics. Towards the end of the Spring Term, once all of the required phonics has been taught, children can practise using the free, online Phonics Screening Check available on the Monster Phonics website.
Please note that children will not have learned all of the phonics required to complete the screening check until later in the Spring Term of Year 1, so we recommend waiting until then before using the practise check.
Monster Phonics Practice Screening Check:
https://monsterphonics.com/phonics-screening-test/
We will have two parent sessions on phonics and the screening:
Reading and Phonics workshop Wednesday 16th September 08:50am and 14:50pm (School Hall) 
Wednesday 20th January Year 1 and 2 Phonics Screening workshop 8:50am
