Maths
Mathematics in Year 1
At St John's, we follow the National Curriculum using the White Rose Maths scheme to provide a carefully sequenced curriculum that develops children's mathematical understanding through fluency, reasoning and problem solving.
Working Mathematically
Throughout Year 1, children are encouraged to think like mathematicians. New concepts are introduced using practical resources such as counters, cubes and tens frames before children represent their ideas through pictures and diagrams. As their understanding develops, they become increasingly confident recording calculations using numbers and mathematical symbols independently. Children are taught to explain their thinking, make connections, spot patterns and solve problems in a range of familiar contexts. They are encouraged to use mathematical vocabulary accurately, reason mathematically and justify their answers with increasing confidence.
Daily Maths Lessons
Each day children are taught a Maths Recap session, where children revisit previously taught concepts and key vocabulary. Regular retrieval practise helps strengthen children's understanding and move learning from short-term to long-term memory, ensuring knowledge is retained and built upon throughout the year.
Children also take part in a White Rose Maths lesson four days a week, where new learning is introduced through practical exploration, discussion and carefully sequenced activities. Lessons follow a mastery approach, allowing children to develop a deep understanding of each concept before moving on.
Every day, children also complete a Maths Mastery fluency session. These short, focused activities develop rapid recall of key number facts, counting skills and mental calculation strategies, helping children become increasingly fluent and confident mathematicians.
Number and Place Value
Children develop a secure understanding of numbers to 100. They learn to count forwards and backwards from any given number, read and write numbers in numerals and words, compare and order numbers, and identify one more and one less. They also practise counting in multiples of 2, 5 and 10 and use mathematical language such as greater than, less than and equal to.
Addition and Subtraction
Children use practical resources, pictorial representations and written methods to develop confidence in addition and subtraction within 20 before applying these skills to larger numbers. They learn number bonds, fact families and related number facts, helping them to calculate efficiently and accurately while developing mental fluency.


Multiplication and Division
Children begin to understand multiplication and division through practical activities involving grouping, sharing and making equal groups. They also explore doubles and halves and begin to recognise patterns when counting in twos, fives and tens.
Fractions
Children learn to recognise, find and name one-half and one-quarter of shapes, objects and quantities through practical activities and visual representations.
Measurement
Children compare, describe and solve practical problems involving length, height, mass, weight, capacity and volume. They begin to use standard units of measurement and appropriate measuring equipment. They also learn to recognise and use coins, tell the time to the hour and half past the hour and describe the sequence of events using everyday language.
Geometry
Children recognise and name common 2D and 3D shapes in different orientations and sizes. They describe position, direction and movement, including whole, half, quarter and three-quarter turns.
Developing Fluency at Home
We use NumBots regularly in school to develop children's confidence and automatic recall of key number facts. Regular practise helps children become quicker and more accurate with mental calculations, allowing them to focus on reasoning and problem solving during maths lessons.
Children can also access NumBots at home using their individual login. We recommend practising for just 4 minutes, 4 times each week. Little and often is far more effective than longer sessions and can make a significant difference to children's confidence and mathematical fluency.
Assessment
Teachers assess children's understanding continuously through questioning, observation and discussion during lessons. White Rose end-of-unit assessments and termly assessments help identify next steps and ensure every child receives the support or challenge they need to make excellent progress.

