NumBots
At St John's, we use NumBots to help children develop confidence and fluency with number. NumBots is an engaging online programme designed to improve children's understanding of number, counting and simple addition and subtraction facts through short, interactive games.
The aim of NumBots is not to race through levels, but to develop automatic recall of key number facts. When children no longer need to spend time working out simple calculations, they can focus more successfully on reasoning, problem solving and applying their mathematical understanding.
Why is NumBots important?
Developing fluency with number facts is one of the most important mathematical skills in Key Stage 1. Regular practise helps children to:
· recognise numbers quickly and accurately
· develop secure number bonds
· improve mental addition and subtraction
· build confidence when solving mathematical problems
· develop the fluency needed for future learning in mathematics.
Practising at Home
Children have their own NumBots login, which can be used on a computer, laptop, tablet or mobile phone.
We recommend practising for:
⭐ 4 minutes, 4 times each week ⭐
Little and often is far more effective than one long session. Just four minutes of focused practise helps build strong mathematical fluency without children becoming tired or losing concentration. If children are finding the typing of the numbers in tricky, you can support them and type their answers – this stops it becoming a speed typing activity and can keep motivation and engagement high.
How Can You Help?
You don't need to teach your child while they are playing. Instead, encourage them by:
· praising their effort and perseverance
· celebrating new achievements and certificates
· asking them to explain what they have noticed
· encouraging regular short practise rather than long sessions
· reminding them that accuracy is more important than speed.
· helping to type their answers if needed.
Learning Beyond NumBots
You can also support your child's mathematical fluency through everyday activities such as:
· counting forwards and backwards within 10, then 20, then 50 then 100, not always starting at 0 or the end number and crossing multiple of 10, for example counting down from 53 to 46 in 1s.
· spotting numbers around you
· practising number bonds to 10 and 20
· playing simple card and board games
· counting in 2s, 5s and 10s
· talking about numbers while shopping, cooking or travelling.
· measuring with tape measures, quantities while cooking etc. 
Helping children to see maths in their daily lives can really give their mathematical learning real life purpose.
Remember...
NumBots works best when used regularly. Just 4 minutes, 4 times each week can make a significant difference to your child's confidence, fluency and enjoyment of mathematics.
Thank you for supporting your child's learning at home!

