Our Drawing Club Books
In Year 1, we love stories! Our carefully chosen Drawing Club texts open the door to exciting worlds, interesting characters and endless possibilities for talk, drawing and writing.
Throughout the year, children explore a wide range of high-quality picture books, traditional tales and stories. We choose texts carefully so that they:
· connect meaningfully with our wider curriculum topics, seasons and special events; 
· introduce children to rich and ambitious vocabulary; 
· provide opportunities to explore different cultures, communities and experiences; 
· include characters and creators from a range of backgrounds; 
· inspire imagination, curiosity and a love of reading; 
· give children exciting reasons to talk, draw and write. 
Our books are deliberately linked to the rhythm of the school year. For example, Miss Mingo and the First Day of School helps us think about belonging and starting a new adventure together, while The Colour Monster supports children to talk about emotions and develop the language they need to express how they feel.
Seasonal texts such as Hello Autumn and Little Goose’s Autumn encourage children to notice changes in the natural world, while Anansi and the Golden Pot introduces children to the much-loved Anansi storytelling tradition and forms part of our Black History Month learning.
As the curriculum develops across the year, our books travel with us. Children encounter stories connected with winter, animals, traditional tales and our local and wider world; London, materials, buildings and change. Texts such as Katie in London connect with our study of the capital city, while Iggy Peck, Architect and The Building Boy complement our Science and DT learning about materials, structures, building, testing and improving.
We also believe that children should experience books that reflect the diversity of the world around them. Our book choices are reviewed with representation in mind, giving children opportunities to encounter different families, cultures, traditions, settings and perspectives. We want every child to experience both the joy of seeing themselves in stories and the excitement of looking through a window into someone else’s world.
From stories to young writers
Drawing Club gives our children a playful and imaginative route into writing. We explore a character, discover a setting and then change or extend the adventure. Children learn exciting new vocabulary, rehearse their ideas aloud, draw their imaginative creations and bring them to life through writing.
Our writing skills build progressively across Year 1. Children begin by securing clear sentences with capital letters, finger spaces and full stops. They then learn to add detail with adjectives, use commas in lists, write questions and exclamations and extend their ideas using conjunctions such as and, but and because.
By the end of Year 1, our aim is for children to see themselves as confident authors: children who have ideas worth sharing, vocabulary to express them and the growing independence to bring their own stories to life.
Every book is a new door. We can’t wait to see where our stories take us this year!
