Supporting Your Child's Reading at Home
Reading little and often is one of the best ways to support your child's progress. We recommend reading at least three times each week, for 5–10 minutes. Regular practise helps children become fluent, confident readers who enjoy books.
Remember that reading is about much more than recognising words. Talking about stories together helps develop vocabulary, comprehension and a lifelong love of reading.
Reading Vocabulary
As you read together, encourage your child to use and understand these important book-related words:
· Author
· Illustrator
· Illustration
· Title
· Front cover
· Blurb
· Title page
· Character
· Setting
· Fiction
· Non-fiction
· Fact
· Prediction
Developing Reading Fluency
As your child's reading becomes more confident, encourage them to read like a storyteller by:
· pausing at full stops and commas
· using expression when reading speech
· raising their voice slightly when reading a question
· adding excitement when reading words before exclamation marks
· reading smoothly rather than word by word
· re-reading sentences if a lot of words have been sounded out
Questions to Ask Before Reading
· What do you think this book might be about?
· What clues can you see on the front cover?
· What do you think might happen in the story?
· Can you find the title?
· Who is the author?
· Who is the illustrator?
· Is this a fiction or non-fiction book? How do you know?
Questions to Ask During Reading
· What do you think will happen next?
· How do you think this character is feeling? What makes you think that?
· Why do you think the character did that?
· Can you describe what is happening in the illustration?
· What does this word mean?
· Can you spot a word you already know?
· Which part has been your favourite so far? Why?
Questions to Ask After Reading
· What happened at the beginning, middle and end?
· What was your favourite part? Why?
· How did the character solve the problem?
· What lesson did the character learn?
· Would you have made the same choice as the character?
· Can you retell the story in your own words?
· What do you think might happen after the story ends?
· If you could change one part of the story, what would it be?
Supporting Your Child
If your child comes to a word they do not know:
· Encourage them to use their phonics first by sounding out and blending the sounds together (for example, c-a-t → cat or sh-o-p → shop).
· Once a word has been read successfully, encourage your child to read it again without sounding it out if they recognise it.
· For Common Exception Words that cannot be sounded out completely (such as said), talk about the unusual part of the word before reading it together.
· If your child cannot decode a word after using their phonics, read to the end of the sentence before returning to the word. Encourage them to look at the first sound, think about what would make sense in the sentence and use the illustration to confirm whether their idea fits the story.
· If a page is proving difficult, spend time discussing the illustrations first to build understanding and confidence before reading the text together.
Reading at Home
Children read their Monster Phonics book at least once in school before bringing it home, so you should expect them to read it with increasing confidence and fluency. Rather than simply reading the words correctly, encourage your child to read smoothly, accurately and with expression.
Please aim to read the Monster Phonics book at least twice each week – not necessarily the whole book each time -  alongside sharing other stories and information books for pleasure. Later in the year, children will begin bringing home two books each week, allowing them to enjoy two fully decodable reading books each week.
Above all, keep reading enjoyable. Praise your child for their effort, celebrate their progress and remember that every book shared together helps build a lifelong love of reading.
I would always recommend stacking reading with something you do each day to help ensure it happens! In the car as you get to school, bedtime, after breakfast etc. Encourage your child to read to visitors to your home to really celebrate their skills.

