Science in Year 1
At St John's, we aim to develop children's curiosity about the world around them and encourage them to think and work like scientists. Through practical investigations, observations and discussion, children learn to ask questions, make predictions, explore ideas and talk about what they discover.
In Year 1, children learn about:
· Seasonal Changes
· Everyday Materials
· Animals, Including Humans
· Plants
Alongside developing their scientific knowledge, children build their Working Scientifically skills by observing closely, identifying and classifying, carrying out simple investigations, using simple equipment, gathering information and communicating what they have found.
Developing Experts
We use Developing Experts to support the teaching of Science. This engaging, knowledge-rich programme provides high-quality lessons, videos and interactive resources that help children develop their scientific understanding in a structured and enjoyable way.
Each child has their own login details, allowing families to access the Developing Experts website at home. Through the platform, you can:
· revisit the lesson PowerPoints used in class
· learn and practise topic-specific vocabulary using Rocket Words
· complete interactive quizzes to check understanding
· enjoy word searches and other games to reinforce key scientific vocabulary
· revisit learning at your child's own pace.
We encourage families to explore the platform together. Talking about what your child has learned, discussing new scientific vocabulary and revisiting lessons at home are excellent ways to strengthen understanding and build confidence.
Supporting Science at Home
Science is all around us! You can support your child's learning by:
· noticing seasonal changes on walks
· planting seeds and observing how they grow
· talking about different materials around the home and their properties
· encouraging your child to ask questions about how things work
· reading information books about animals, plants and the natural world
· visiting parks, gardens, farms, museums or nature reserves whenever possible.
Above all, encourage your child to stay curious, ask questions and enjoy exploring the amazing world around them.

