Geography in Year 1
At St John's, we want children to develop a curiosity about the world around them and an understanding of the places, people and environments that make our planet unique. Through exciting lessons, practical activities and real-life experiences, children begin to develop the knowledge and skills they need to think like young geographers.
In Year 1, children learn to:
· understand the difference between human and physical features
· name and locate the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom
· identify the seven continents and five oceans of the world
· use simple maps, atlases and globes
· recognise seasonal and daily weather patterns
· compare different places and environments
· use simple geographical vocabulary to describe locations and features.
Children are encouraged to ask questions, observe carefully, discuss similarities and differences, and use geographical vocabulary confidently when talking about the world around them.
Developing Experts
We use Developing Experts to support the teaching of Geography. This engaging, knowledge-rich programme provides high-quality lessons, videos and interactive resources that help children develop their geographical knowledge in a structured and enjoyable way.
Each child has their own login details, allowing families to access the Developing Experts website at home. Through the platform, you can:
· revisit the lesson PowerPoints used in class
· learn and practise topic-specific vocabulary using Rocket Words
· complete interactive quizzes to check understanding
· enjoy word searches and other activities to reinforce key geographical vocabulary
· revisit learning at your child's own pace.
We encourage families to explore the platform together. Revisiting lessons and discussing new geographical vocabulary at home helps children remember what they have learned and develop confidence in using subject-specific language.
Supporting Geography at Home
There are many simple ways to develop geographical understanding in everyday life. You could:
· talk about the weather each day and notice seasonal changes
· use maps or sat nav to follow journeys
· look for human and physical features when out walking
· identify rivers, hills, fields, roads and buildings
· talk about where food comes from
· explore globes, atlases and maps together
· discuss places you have visited or would like to visit
· compare your local area with other places around the UK and the world.
Geography Vocabulary
Throughout the year, children will learn and use a range of geographical vocabulary, including:
· country
· capital city
· continent
· ocean
· map
· atlas
· globe
· United Kingdom
· England
· Scotland
· Wales
· Northern Ireland
· village
· town
· city
· human feature
· physical feature
· season
· weather
Developing a secure understanding of this vocabulary helps children explain their thinking and make meaningful connections between new learning and the world around them.
Above all, we encourage children to be curious about the world, ask questions and develop an appreciation of the places, people and environments that make our planet so fascinating.

