History in Year 1
At St John's, we want children to develop a curiosity about the past and an understanding of how people, places and events have changed over time. Through stories, artefacts, photographs, timelines and historical enquiry, children begin to think like historians by asking questions, making observations and comparing life in the past with life today.
In Year 1, children learn to:
· develop an understanding of the difference between the past and the present
· use words and phrases such as before, after, old, new, yesterday, today and long ago
· place events and objects in chronological order
· explore the lives of significant people from the past
· compare aspects of life today with life in the past
· use photographs, artefacts and stories to find out about the past
· ask and answer simple questions about historical events and people.
Children are encouraged to think carefully about evidence, discuss similarities and differences and develop an understanding that the past can be explored in many different ways.
Developing Experts
We use Developing Experts to support the teaching of History. This engaging, knowledge-rich programme provides high-quality lessons, videos and interactive resources that help children develop their historical knowledge in a structured and enjoyable way.
Each child has their own login details, allowing families to access the Developing Experts website at home. Through the platform, you can:
· revisit the lesson PowerPoints used in class
· learn and practise topic-specific vocabulary using Rocket Words
· complete interactive quizzes to check understanding
· enjoy word searches and other activities to reinforce key historical vocabulary
· revisit learning at your child's own pace.
We encourage families to explore the platform together. Revisiting lessons, discussing new vocabulary and talking about the past helps children remember what they have learned and develop confidence in using historical language.
Supporting History at Home
History is all around us! There are many ways you can help your child develop their historical understanding, including:
· talking about family photographs and memories
· discussing how life has changed since parents and grandparents were children
· visiting museums, historic houses or local landmarks
· looking at old and new objects and discussing how they have changed over time
· reading stories about significant people and historical events
· encouraging your child to ask questions about the past.
History Vocabulary
Throughout the year, children will learn and use a range of historical vocabulary, including:
· past
· present
· history
· chronology
· timeline
· before
· after
· old
· new
· yesterday
· today
· long ago
· decade
· century
· evidence
· artefact
· source
· significant
Developing a secure understanding of this vocabulary helps children explain their thinking, ask thoughtful questions and make connections between different periods of history.
Above all, we encourage children to become curious historians who enjoy discovering how the past has shaped the world we live in today.

