Books at the Heart of Year 1
How We Choose Our Books
At St John's, every book we share has been chosen with purpose. We believe that high-quality literature is one of the most powerful tools for inspiring curiosity, building knowledge and developing a lifelong love of reading. Rather than selecting books simply because they are popular or enjoyable, each text has been carefully matched to the knowledge, skills and experiences we want our children to gain throughout Year 1.
Our books are chosen because they help children to:
📚 Develop a lifelong love of reading by sharing engaging, memorable stories and introducing children to a wide range of authors, illustrators, genres and text types.
🗣️ Develop rich vocabulary and language through carefully chosen texts that introduce ambitious vocabulary, encourage discussion and strengthen children's speaking, listening and writing skills.
🌍 Build knowledge of the wider world by exploring different countries, cultures, historical events, environments, occupations and communities beyond children's own experiences.
🎉 Celebrate important events and festivals including Black History Month, Diwali, Remembrance Day, Christmas, Chinese New Year, Children's Mental Health Week, World Book Day, British Science Week, Earth Day and World Environment Day.
❤️ Support children's wellbeing and personal development through stories that encourage kindness, resilience, confidence, empathy, emotional literacy and positive relationships.
🔬 Strengthen learning across the curriculum by carefully matching books to our Science, History, Geography, Religious Education, PSHE, Design and Technology and Mathematics learning.
➕ Develop mathematical understanding by using carefully selected stories to introduce mathematical concepts, develop reasoning and provide meaningful contexts for learning.
🎨 Inspire creativity and writing through imaginative texts that encourage children to draw, talk, imagine and write with confidence and enthusiasm.
🤝 Promote inclusion, diversity and belonging by ensuring children encounter books that reflect a wide range of cultures, languages, faiths, family structures, disabilities and life experiences, enabling every child to both see themselves represented and learn about the lives of others.
By carefully sequencing our texts throughout the year, children are able to revisit important ideas, make meaningful connections between subjects and gradually build a rich body of knowledge. Our Reading Curriculum is designed so that every story has a purpose and every book helps children grow as readers, writers, learners and compassionate members of society.


Windows, Mirrors and Sliding Glass Doors
Our Reading Curriculum has been carefully designed to ensure every child experiences books that act as mirrors, windows and sliding glass doors.
🪞 Mirrors are books in which children see themselves, their families and their own experiences reflected. Seeing themselves represented helps children feel valued, understood and proud of who they are.
🪟 Windows allow children to look into the lives of others, exploring different cultures, communities, beliefs, family structures and experiences. These books help children develop curiosity, understanding and respect for the diverse world around them.
🚪 Sliding glass doors invite children to step into another person's world, experiencing new adventures, perspectives and possibilities through stories. These books encourage empathy, imagination and a deeper understanding of others.
By carefully balancing these different types of books throughout Year 1, we aim to develop confident readers who are curious about the world, respectful of others and excited to discover new ideas through literature.
Developing Oracy Through Books
Stories provide the perfect opportunity for children to develop their spoken language and confidence. Throughout Year 1, books are used as a springboard for discussion, questioning, storytelling and performance before children begin writing.
Children regularly:
· predict what might happen next 
· justify their ideas using evidence from the text 
· learn and use ambitious new vocabulary 
· retell stories in their own words 
· perform poems and repeated refrains 
· explore characters' thoughts and feelings 
· ask and answer thoughtful questions 
· explain their reasoning and listen respectfully to the ideas of others. 
These experiences help children become articulate, confident communicators and prepare them to write with greater independence.
Our Drawing Club Texts
Our Drawing Club texts have been carefully selected to inspire a love of reading whilst providing meaningful opportunities for speaking, listening, writing and imagination. Each book supports a specific aspect of our curriculum, whether introducing new knowledge, celebrating important events, developing emotional understanding or providing rich experiences that children can draw upon in their own writing.
	Text
	Why have we chosen this book?

	Miss Mingo and the First Day of School
	Our first text welcomes children into Year 1, helping them settle into new routines, build friendships and feel a sense of belonging as they begin the school year.

	Not a Stick
	Encourages imagination, creativity and storytelling, making it the perfect introduction to Drawing Club and helping children understand there is no single 'right' answer.

	The Colour Monster
	Chosen to launch our PSHE: Being Me unit at the beginning of the year, helping children recognise, name and talk about their feelings as they settle into a new class.

	The Hairy Toe
	Introduces children to traditional tales through repetitive language, developing prediction, sequencing and confidence in retelling familiar stories.

	Hello Autumn
	Supports our Science – Seasonal Changes unit, encouraging careful observation of the natural world and developing scientific vocabulary.

	Anansi and the Golden Pot
	Read during Black History Month, introducing children to traditional African folklore and celebrating storytelling from another culture whilst exploring honesty and generosity.

	Little Goose's Autumn
	Reinforces our Science – Seasonal Changes learning by helping children notice how animals and nature prepare for autumn.

	Look Up!
	Shared during Black History Month and our Geography Day, celebrating Black excellence, curiosity and aspiration whilst inspiring children to ask questions about the wider world.

	Binny's Diwali
	Introduces our RE – Diwali learning, helping children understand Hindu beliefs, traditions and celebrations whilst developing respect for different faiths.

	Where the Poppies Now Grow
	Supports our learning for Remembrance Day, helping children understand why we wear poppies and remember those who have served in a sensitive, age-appropriate way.

	The Invisible Boy
	Chosen for Anti-Bullying Week, encouraging empathy, kindness and inclusion whilst supporting our PSHE: Celebrating Difference unit.

	The Nativity (Julie Vivas)
	Introduces the Christian story of Christmas as part of our RE – Incarnation unit and supports preparations for our Nativity performance.

	Santa Needs a Wee
	A fun festive text that develops prediction, humour and enjoyment of reading during the Christmas season.

	Christmas Poetry
	Encourages children to enjoy rhyme, rhythm and performance as they prepare for Christmas celebrations and performances.

	Hello Winter
	Supports our Science – Seasonal Changes learning by exploring winter weather and introducing vocabulary linked to the changing environment.

	A Dark, Dark Tale
	Develops suspense, prediction and repeated language whilst complementing our Science – Everyday Materials unit.

	The Three Little Pigs
	Links directly with our Science – Everyday Materials unit, encouraging children to investigate which materials are most suitable for different purposes.

	The Curious Case of the Missing Mammoth
	Introduces our Geography Day – Houses and Homes, encouraging children to explore different homes, environments and human features.

	The Colour Monster: The Feelings Doctor
	Shared during Children's Mental Health Week, helping children understand strategies for recognising and managing emotions whilst supporting positive wellbeing.

	The Adventures of Paddington: Love Day
	Supports our PSHE: Dreams and Goals unit around Valentine's Day, promoting kindness, friendship and belonging.

	The Queen's Hat
	Introduces our Geography Day – The United Kingdom, helping children learn about the four countries, landmarks and national identity.

	Oi Frog!
	Celebrates World Book Day whilst supporting our Science – Animals Including Humans unit, developing rhyme, vocabulary and enjoyment of reading.

	The Lion Inside
	Shared during British Science Week, linking to our Science – Animals Including Humans unit whilst encouraging courage, confidence and resilience.

	The Koala Who Could
	Chosen for Neurodiversity Celebration Week, promoting acceptance of differences, resilience and understanding that everyone has unique strengths.

	The Easter Story (Brian Wildsmith)
	Supports our RE – Salvation unit, helping children understand the Christian story of Easter and its importance.

	Jasper's Beanstalk
	Introduces our Science – Plants unit whilst reinforcing sequencing, the days of the week and the importance of perseverance.

	Errol's Garden
	Supports our Science – Plants unit and Earth Day, encouraging children to think about sustainability, communities and caring for the environment.

	Rosie's Walk
	Links with our Geography Day – The World, developing positional language, directional vocabulary and map skills through an engaging story.

	Farmer Duck
	Supports our PSHE – Relationships unit by exploring fairness, teamwork, responsibility and caring for others.

	The Tiny Seed
	Supports our Science – Plant Life Cycles learning whilst celebrating World Environment Day, encouraging curiosity about how living things grow and change.

	Where the Wild Things Are
	Our final imaginative text before transition, encouraging resilience, independence and confidence as children prepare for Year 2.

	Katie in London
	Introduces our final topic on London, helping children explore famous landmarks before beginning our history learning about the Great Fire of London.

	The Great Fire of London
	Introduces our History Day – The Great Fire of London, providing historical context before children investigate the events in greater depth.

	Vlad and the Great Fire of London
	Extends children's historical understanding by exploring chronology, cause and consequence through engaging historical fiction.

	Iggy Peck, Architect
	Supports our Design & Technology – Structures project, inspiring children to think creatively about designing and constructing buildings.

	Building Boy
	Links with our Science – Everyday Materials learning and our Design & Technology – Structures project, encouraging curiosity about engineering and construction.

	The Day You Begin
	Our final Year 1 text, celebrating individuality, confidence and belonging as children reflect on their achievements and prepare for the exciting transition into Year 2.



Mathematics Through Stories
At St John's, we believe that mathematics should be meaningful, engaging and rooted in real-life experiences. Throughout Year 1, we use carefully selected picture books to introduce, reinforce and deepen children's mathematical understanding. Stories provide memorable contexts for mathematical concepts, encourage discussion, develop reasoning and mathematical vocabulary and help children make connections between mathematics and the world around them. By embedding high-quality literature within our mathematics curriculum, children are encouraged to think critically, explain their thinking and develop confidence as mathematicians. The books below have been chosen to complement specific White Rose Maths units and objectives throughout the year. 
	Book
	White Rose Maths Objective
	Why have we chosen this book?

	The Button Box
	Place Value within 10 – Sort, count and represent objects.
	Encourages sorting, classifying and counting collections whilst developing mathematical vocabulary.

	The Button Box
	Place Value within 10 – Count from any number.
	Revisited to reinforce flexible counting and different representations of number.

	Mouse Count
	Count objects accurately to 10.
	Develops one-to-one correspondence and accurate counting.

	One Fox
	Compare and represent numbers to 10.
	Supports counting, comparing quantities and mathematical language.

	One Fox
	Order and compare numbers.
	Revisited to consolidate comparing numbers.

	One to Ten and Back Again
	Count forwards and backwards within 10.
	Builds fluency counting forwards and backwards.

	Ten Little Dinosaurs
	One more and one less.
	Explores changes in quantity through an engaging story.

	Mr Gumpy's Outing
	Addition and Subtraction within 10.
	Introduces combining groups and counting on.

	Rapunzel
	Recognise and name 2D and 3D shapes.
	Encourages identification of shapes in context.

	Which One Doesn't Belong?
	Reason about shape.
	Develops reasoning and mathematical discussion.

	The Great Pet Sale
	Recognise and know the value of coins.
	Introduces money in a real-life context.

	1 to 20, Animals Aplenty
	Place Value within 20.
	Develops counting and comparing numbers to 20.

	One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab
	Represent numbers in different ways.
	Shows flexible representations of number.

	1 to 20, Animals Aplenty
	Order numbers to 20.
	Revisited to consolidate counting beyond 10.

	Mr Gumpy's Outing
	Addition and Subtraction within 20.
	Extends addition strategies.

	Double the Ducks
	Doubling.
	Introduces doubles visually.

	Count to 100
	Place Value within 50.
	Builds confidence counting beyond 20.

	Mighty Maddie: Comparing Weights
	Compare mass.
	Introduces heavier and lighter.

	So Light, So Heavy
	Describe mass.
	Develops comparative vocabulary.

	A Beach for Albert
	Capacity and volume.
	Explores full, empty and capacity.

	Eggs and Legs
	Count equal groups.
	Introduces grouping.

	Toasty Toes
	Make equal groups.
	Reinforces repeated addition.

	Starry Arms
	Count equal groups.
	Develops multiplication concepts.

	Minnie's Diner
	Share equally.
	Introduces division.

	Peg + Cat: The Pizza Problem
	Halves and quarters.
	Introduces fractions through sharing.

	One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab
	Place Value within 100.
	Strengthens place value understanding.

	Need Penguin Place Value
	Represent tens and ones.
	Supports understanding of two-digit numbers.

	Peace at Last
	Time to the hour and half past.
	Links time to familiar routines.

	Jasper's Beanstalk
	Days of the week.
	Reinforces sequencing.

	The Princess and the Wizard
	Sequence events.
	Develops chronological language.

	Season Books
	Months and seasons.
	Explores the passing of time.

	Just a Second
	Compare durations.
	Introduces units of time.

	Mr Gumpy's Outing & Chicken Licken Day Cards
	Position and Direction.
	Supports positional and directional vocabulary.



Growing Our Classroom Library
At St John's, we believe every child should be able to see themselves reflected in the books they read whilst also discovering and celebrating the lives of others. Alongside our carefully planned curriculum texts, we are beginning to build a classroom library that reflects the unique identities, cultures and experiences of our Year 1 children.
We invite families, if they are able to, to donate a favourite children's book that represents something special about their family. This might celebrate a child's religion, culture, heritage, country of origin, languages spoken at home, traditions, family life or lived experiences. These books will help every child feel recognised, valued and represented whilst providing meaningful opportunities for their classmates to learn about and celebrate the diversity within our school community.
Over time, each Year 1 class will build its own unique collection of books, reflecting the children, families and experiences that make that cohort special. These books will move up through the school with the children, growing alongside them as a shared collection of memories, identities and stories. We hope this will create a lasting legacy for every class, fostering a strong sense of belonging whilst ensuring every child can see themselves reflected in the books they read and learn about the lives, cultures and experiences of their classmates.
