YEAR 1 • LEARNING TOGETHER AT HOME
YEAR 1
Autumn 1 Learning Guide
Me, My Class and My Place
	This half term is about settling confidently into Year 1, building strong learning routines and beginning to explore our classroom, school and local area. Children will talk, read, investigate, create and explain their thinking across the curriculum.


How to use this guide
This is not a homework checklist. It is a parent-friendly overview of the learning children will meet in school, with ideas for talking, reading and noticing at home. Short, relaxed conversations are often more valuable than extra worksheets.
English and Drawing Club
Half-term writing skill: Sentence foundations: oral composition, capital letters, finger spaces, full stops, rereading and simple editing.
Our writing non-negotiables
Say the whole sentence aloud before writing.
Begin every sentence with a capital letter.
Use clear finger spaces between words.
Finish a sentence with a full stop.
Use phonics to segment words and make sensible spelling choices.
Reread the sentence to check that it makes sense.
Drawing Club texts
These are the core weekly texts/stimuli planned for the half term: 
Week 1 – Miss Mingo and the First Day of School – Transition
Week 2 – Not a Stick – great for imagination and simple sentences
Week 3 – The Colour Monster – PSHE
Week 4 – The Hairy Toe
Week 5 – Hello Autumn – Science: Seasonal Changes
Week 6 – Anansi and the Golden Pot – Black History Month
Week 7 – Little Goose's Autumn – Science: Seasonal Changes
Week 8 – Look Up! – Geography Day and Black History Month
Supporting autumn collection – 1, 2, 3, What Can You See in Autumn?
At home: Ask your child to retell a favourite part, describe a character or setting, invent what might happen next and explain why. Encourage full spoken sentences before expecting writing.
Phonics and reading
Monster Phonics continues daily. Children revisit previously taught learning while new graphemes, focus words and high-frequency words are introduced in the programme sequence. The most useful home support is frequent reading, rereading familiar books for fluency and talking about meaning.
Read little and often. A few focused minutes every day is more useful than one long session.
When your child meets an unfamiliar decodable word, encourage them to look carefully at the graphemes, say the phonemes and blend.
Keep talking about the story too: who, what, where, why and how questions build comprehension and vocabulary.
Maths
Place Value within 10 – Secure counting, recognising, representing, comparing and ordering numbers within 10. Children develop a strong sense of number rather than simply reciting the count.
Maths texts we may use: The Button Box; Mouse Count; One Fox; One to Ten and Back Again; Ten Little Dinosaurs
Addition and Subtraction within 10 – Begin to explore parts and wholes, number bonds and the structures of addition and subtraction within 10.
Maths texts we may use: Mr Gumpy's Outing
Useful home maths: count real objects, compare quantities, spot numbers in the environment, explain how you know and ask 'Can you show it another way?' Concrete objects such as buttons, coins, toys, pasta and building bricks are excellent maths resources.
Across the curriculum
	Curriculum area
	What we will be learning

	Geography
	My School – an immersive Geography Day exploring where we live, maps, aerial views, compass directions, human and physical features and how schools can be similar or different.

	Science
	Seasonal Changes – the four seasons, signs of Autumn and changes across the year, weather, temperature and rainfall. Children make repeated rainfall observations, rather than treating seasons as a one-off topic.

	Computing
	Technology Around Us – recognising technology, identifying the main parts of a computer, developing mouse and keyboard skills, creating and saving work and using technology responsibly.

	PE
	Indoor Gymnastics: Animals – travelling, jumping, rolling, shapes, levels and linking movements safely. Outdoor Bat and Ball – developing control with rackets, bats, beanbags and balls, striking towards targets and working with a partner.

	Art
	Frida Kahlo: This Is Me – portrait, identity, nature and colour. Children move from careful observation and line work into texture and collage, colour mixing, flowers and pattern, then make independent media choices for a Frida-inspired portrait.

	DT
	There is no separate DT project this half term. Design thinking continues naturally through construction and Continuous Provision/Explore More.

	PSHE
	Being Me in My World – belonging, class rights and responsibilities, choices, consequences, feeling safe, being proud and helping to make the classroom a kind place.

	RE
	Christianity – What do Christians believe God is like? Children encounter Christian ideas about God through stories, discussion and reflection.

	Spanish
	Greetings – saying hello, introducing yourself, asking and answering how someone is and saying goodbye or see you later. Children also experience La Tomatina and a Spanish WOW Day.

	Music
	Menu Song and Colonel Hathi's March – keeping a beat, marching in time, listening to timbre, recognising contrasting instruments and composing simple marching music.


Books you may like to browse
There is no expectation to buy these books. Your local library may have them or similar titles on the same themes.
The Button Box by Margarette S. Reid
Mouse Count by Ellen Stoll Walsh
One Fox by Kate Read
A School Like Mine (DK/UNICEF)
The Colour Monster by Anna Llenas
Look Up! by Nathan Bryon
Simple non-fiction books about autumn, maps and the seasons
Conversation starters for home
Try one at dinner, on a walk, in the car or at bedtime. The aim is to help children explain, justify, compare and wonder.
What makes a classroom feel safe and welcoming?
How could you describe where our school is to someone who has never visited?
What signs of Autumn can you spot outside?
What is technology and how does it help us?
What do you notice first in a portrait? Why might an artist choose to make one feature stand out?
Useful online support
BBC Bitesize Primary – free curriculum support for primary-aged children. Use the KS1 sections to browse English, maths, science, history and geography linked to the topics above.
Topmarks KS1 resources – a searchable collection of child-friendly games and activities for ages 5–7.
Topmarks Hit the Button – use only the sections that match current learning, such as number bonds to 10. Doubles or 2s/5s/10s comes later in Year 1.
A note about online learning: Keep sessions short and purposeful. Talking about how your child worked something out is more important than a high score.
The best ways to help
Read together, talk together and notice learning in ordinary life. Ask your child to explain their thinking, give them time to find the words and celebrate effort, curiosity and independence. Please keep home learning positive and stop if it is becoming frustrating.
Talk • Read • Notice • Explain • Enjoy
