YEAR 1 • LEARNING TOGETHER AT HOME
YEAR 1
Spring 1 Learning Guide
Homes, Buildings and Materials
	This half term children explore homes across time, everyday materials and the ways artists use line, shape, colour and space. They extend their number understanding to 20, begin calculating within 20, programme floor robots and learn how goals are achieved through effort and perseverance. This guide gives families a clear picture of the learning and practical ways to talk about it at home.


How to use this guide
This is not a homework checklist. It is a parent-friendly overview of the learning children will meet in school, with ideas for talking, reading and noticing at home. Short, relaxed conversations are often more valuable than extra worksheets.
English and Drawing Club
Half-term writing skill: adjectives for useful detail and commas in lists, while continuing to secure the Year 1 sentence foundations.
Our writing non-negotiables
Say the whole sentence aloud before writing.
Begin every sentence with a capital letter.
Use clear finger spaces between words.
Finish with the correct end punctuation.
Use taught phonics to segment and spell independently.
Choose adjectives because they add useful detail rather than simply making a sentence longer.
Use commas to separate items in a list when appropriate.
Reread the sentence to check that it makes sense and edit where needed.
Drawing Club texts and stimuli
Week 1 – Hello Winter – Science: Seasonal Changes and Materials
Week 2 – A Dark, Dark Tale – Science: Everyday Materials
Week 3 – The Three Little Pigs – Science: Everyday Materials
Week 4 – The Curious Case of the Missing Mammoth – Geography Day: Houses and Homes
Week 5 – The Colour Monster: The Feelings Doctor – PSHE: Children’s Mental Health Week
Week 6 – The Adventures of Paddington: Love Day – PSHE: Kindness, Relationships, Valentine’s Day and Belonging
Talk at home: Collect adjectives together before writing. Ask, 'Which word tells me more?' and 'Could you make a list of three things you noticed?' Encourage your child to rehearse a complete sentence aloud first.
Phonics and reading
Monster Phonics continues daily. During this part of the Year 1 progression children meet further Phase 5 graphemes and alternative spellings/pronunciations while regularly revisiting common exception words and high-frequency words. Fluency, spelling and understanding are practised alongside decoding.
Read little and often and reread familiar books so reading becomes smoother and more expressive.
When a word is unfamiliar, spot the grapheme first, say the phonemes and blend through the whole word.
Notice words that do not behave exactly as expected and talk about the tricky part.
Keep discussing meaning: ask your child to predict, explain, retell and find evidence in the picture or text.
Maths
Place Value within 20 – Children extend their secure understanding of numbers to 10 into the teen numbers. They see 11–19 as '10 and some more', explore 20, find one more and one less, use and estimate on number lines then compare and order numbers. Practical resources help children understand the structure of the number, not simply recognise its written numeral.
Maths texts: 1 to 20, Animals Aplenty and One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab.
Addition and Subtraction within 20 – Children build on known facts within 10 to calculate within 20. They add by counting on, use number bonds to add and subtract ones, find and make bonds to 20, explore doubles and near doubles, count back, find the difference and begin using related facts and missing-number thinking.
Maths texts: Mr Gumpy's Outing and Double the Ducks.
Easy maths at home: make teen numbers with a group of 10 plus extra objects, ask for one more or one less, place numbers on a homemade 0–20 line, make number bonds to 20 and notice doubles such as 6 + 6. Ask 'How do you know?' and 'Can you show it another way?'
Across the curriculum
	Curriculum area
	What we will be learning

	History
	Houses and Homes – children investigate how we can tell whether a house is old or new and how houses have changed over time. They explore Stone Age caves, Tudor houses with wooden beams, wattle and daub, Victorian terraces and modern homes then compare homes from the past with homes today.

	Science
	Exploring Everyday Materials – identify and name materials, distinguish an object from the material it is made from, describe material properties, identify natural and man-made objects, predict and investigate floating and sinking then consider which materials are best for different objects.

	Computing
	Programming A: Moving a Robot – children learn what floor-robot buttons and commands do, use precise directional language, predict outcomes, sequence commands and begin to understand that an algorithm is a planned set of instructions.

	PE
	Indoor Baloo the Bear Dance develops movement, performance and sequencing. Outdoor striking games use Beanbag Rounders to practise throwing, running, fielding, teamwork, turn-taking and simple scoring.

	Art
	Piet Mondrian: Lines, Shapes, Space and Primary Colour – through Explore More children investigate horizontal and vertical line, geometric shape and negative space, primary colour and contrast, geometric printing, digital art then independently select a medium and explore visual rhythm.

	DT
	There is no standalone DT project this half term. Children still use design thinking through construction and practical provision, but the main Year 1 DT projects sit in other half terms.

	PSHE
	Dreams and Goals – setting simple goals, recognising what helps us succeed, working well with a partner, meeting challenges, identifying obstacles and finding ways to overcome them. Children learn to recognise and celebrate progress and achievement.

	RE
	Christianity: Gospel – What is the good news Jesus brings? Children hear Bible stories linked to 'good news', explore Jesus' teaching about how people should behave and consider ideas such as forgiveness, peace, friendship and ways Christians put these teachings into practice.

	Spanish
	Los colores y los números – learn 10 common colours and count from 1–10 in Spanish. Children develop careful listening, recall and pronunciation, including Spanish sounds heard in naranja, amarillo and marrón.

	Music
	Football – a lively rhythmic chant used to develop a strong beat, echo singing, word patterns, ostinato, pitched and unpitched patterns and simple melody-making using mi-re-do (E-D-C).


Special learning and experiences this half term
Epiphany
Houses and Homes History Day
Year 1 and 2 Phonics Workshop for parents
Children's Mental Health Week
Valentine's Day and kindness-themed learning
Chinese New Year visitor and related cultural learning
Safer Internet Day
Pancake Day and Ash Wednesday
Spanish song performance to parents
Books you may like to browse at your local library
There is no expectation to buy these books. Your local library may have them or similar titles on the same themes.
Home by Carson Ellis
Hello Winter
A Dark, Dark Tale by Ruth Brown
The Three Little Pigs
The Curious Case of the Missing Mammoth by Ellie Hattie
The Colour Monster: The Feelings Doctor by Anna Llenas
The Adventures of Paddington: Love Day
One is a Snail, Ten is a Crab by April Pulley Sayre and Jeff Sayre
Mr Gumpy's Outing by John Burningham
Simple information books about materials, buildings and homes through history
Children's art books featuring Piet Mondrian or abstract art
Conversation starters for home
Try one at dinner, on a walk, in the car or at bedtime. The aim is to help children explain, justify, compare and wonder.
How could you tell whether a house might be old or new just by looking at it?
What was different about a Stone Age cave, a Tudor house, a Victorian terrace and a home today?
Choose an object near you. What is the object and what material is it made from?
Which properties make that material a good choice for the object?
Can you build 17 as 10 and how many more? What is one less? What is one more?
Which two numbers could make 20? Can you find another pair?
What instructions would you need to give a robot to move from the sofa to the door?
What is a goal you would like to achieve? What might make it difficult and what could help?
What do you notice about Mondrian's lines, shapes, spaces and colours?
Can you teach someone at home three Spanish colours or count from uno to diez?
Useful online support
These links are optional. Keep online sessions short and use only the parts that match current learning.
BBC Bitesize Primary – free primary curriculum support. Useful search terms this half term include 'KS1 everyday materials', 'KS1 place value', 'KS1 addition and subtraction' and 'algorithms'.
Topmarks – Place Value Games – free games for ages 5–7. Place Value Basketball is particularly useful for seeing tens and ones.
Topmarks – Addition and Subtraction Games – games that support number bonds to 10 and 20, counting on and simple addition and subtraction.
Topmarks – Hit the Button – choose Number Bonds up to 20 or an appropriate Doubles game rather than the times-table sections.
URLs: BBC Bitesize Primary – https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary  |  Topmarks Place Value – https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/place-value-odd-and-even  |  Topmarks Addition & Subtraction – https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/addition-and-subtraction  |  Hit the Button – https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
Online safety: Please supervise links and videos. Children should know to tell a trusted adult if anything online worries or confuses them.
The best ways to help
Read together, talk together and notice learning in ordinary life. Ask your child to explain how they know, give them time to find the words and value thoughtful answers rather than speed. Home support should feel positive, useful and manageable.
Talk • Read • Notice • Explain • Enjoy
