YEAR 1 • LEARNING TOGETHER AT HOME
YEAR 1
Spring 2 Learning Guide
Our Country and Living Things
	This half term children explore the United Kingdom and living things, with a strong focus on animals, classification and asking thoughtful questions. They extend their number understanding to 50, measure length and height, organise data, design and make a textile puppet and explore Easter. World Book Day, British Science Week and Neurodiversity Celebration Week provide rich opportunities for reading, talk, investigation and creativity.


How to use this guide
This is not a homework checklist. It is a parent-friendly overview of the learning children will meet in school, with ideas for talking, reading and noticing at home. Short, relaxed conversations are often more valuable than extra worksheets.
English and Drawing Club
Half-term writing skill: writing questions and exclamations with correct punctuation, while continuing to apply all previously taught sentence foundations.
Our writing non-negotiables
Say the whole sentence aloud before writing.
Begin every sentence with a capital letter and use clear finger spaces.
Choose end punctuation that matches the sentence purpose.
Use a question mark for a genuine question.
Use an exclamation mark appropriately rather than adding one to every exciting sentence.
Continue to use adjectives and commas in lists where they add useful detail.
Use taught phonics to segment and spell independently.
Reread writing to check that it makes sense and edit where needed.
Drawing Club texts and stimuli
Week 1 – The Queen's Hat – linked to Geography and the United Kingdom
Week 2 – Oi Frog! – linked to Animals Including Humans and World Book Day
Week 3 – The Lion Inside – linked to British Science Week, animals, courage and confidence
Week 4 – The Koala Who Could – linked to Neurodiversity Celebration Week and independent writing
Week 5 – The Easter Story by Brian Wildsmith – linked to RE, Salvation and Easter
Talk at home: Encourage your child to ask genuine questions about a character, animal, place or event. Try turning a statement into a question, then discuss which punctuation is needed and why.
Phonics and reading
Monster Phonics continues every day, with a growing emphasis on confident Phase 5 reading, spelling, tricky words and fluency as children move towards the Phonics Screening Check later in the year. Children continue to revisit previously taught graphemes so that recognition becomes increasingly automatic.
Read little and often and reread familiar books to build pace, accuracy and expression.
Encourage your child to spot the grapheme before blending an unfamiliar word.
Practise tricky and common exception words in short, playful bursts rather than long spelling sessions.
Keep comprehension central: ask what happened, why it happened, how a character felt and what might happen next.
Maths
Addition and Subtraction within 20 – Children complete and assess this unit, applying the strategies and number facts developed in Spring 1. The aim is increasingly fluent, flexible thinking within 20, with children explaining how they know and choosing efficient ways to calculate.
Place Value within 50 – Children count forwards and backwards to 50, recognise the important multiples 20, 30, 40 and 50 and organise quantities into groups of ten and ones. They partition numbers into tens and ones, use number lines, estimate where numbers belong and find one more and one less. The emphasis is on understanding the structure of two-digit numbers rather than simply reciting the count.
Maths supporting text: Count to 100.
Length and Height – Children compare lengths and heights using accurate mathematical language, measure using repeated non-standard units such as cubes or paper clips and then measure length in centimetres. They learn that units must be equal, placed carefully with no gaps or overlaps and begin measuring from zero on a ruler.
Easy maths at home: count objects in groups of ten, build numbers such as 34 as 3 tens and 4 ones, ask for one more or one less, estimate where a number belongs between 0 and 50 and compare or measure household objects using cubes, paper clips or a ruler.
Across the curriculum
	Curriculum area
	What we will be learning

	Geography
	United Kingdom Geography Day – children build knowledge of the four countries of the UK, their capital cities, flags, landmarks and locations on maps. They use geographical vocabulary and develop confidence talking about the country in which they live.

	Science
	Animals Including Humans – children identify and name a range of animals, notice similarities and differences and group animals using observable features. They learn to explain the criteria used for a group and develop scientific vocabulary through fiction, non-fiction and practical classification. We have a visit from exotic animals for hands-on learning.

	Computing
	Grouping Data – children label objects, identify their properties, group and compare them in different ways and begin to understand that data can be organised to answer questions.

	PE
	Equipment Gymnastics develops travelling, balance, control and sequences using apparatus. Outdoor striking and bat-and-ball games develop tracking, striking, fielding, teamwork and simple game understanding.

	Art
	Colour Splash: Painting and Mixed Media – children explore colour mixing, painting and combining media then evaluate their choices. Seasonal outcomes include Mother's Day cards.

	DT
	Textiles: Puppet Makers – children investigate puppets and fabric properties, practise suitable textile joins and use templates to create matching pieces. For World Book Day they design and make an animal or book-character hand puppet, considering the user and design criteria, then use, evaluate, repair or improve the finished product. Easter Crispy Cakes add a food-technology experience involving food hygiene, measuring, mixing and following a recipe.

	PSHE
	Healthy Me – children consider choices that help keep their bodies and minds healthy, including healthy and less healthy choices, keeping clean, medicine safety, road safety and knowing who can help them.

	RE
	Christianity: Salvation – Why does Easter matter to Christians? Children explore the events of Holy Week and Easter, why Christians believe Jesus' death and resurrection are important and how Christians remember and celebrate these events.

	Spanish
	Transport – children develop transport vocabulary through listening, speaking, games and repetition, building confidence with pronunciation and recalling familiar language.

	Music
	Two Sing Up units. In ‘Dawn’ from Sea Interludes by Benjamin Britten, children listen actively to sea-inspired music, respond to contrasting themes, follow musical structure, keep a steady beat and create a musical movement picture. In Musical Conversations, they explore question-and-answer music, timbre and turn-taking, improvise and compose short musical dialogues then create, interpret and perform simple graphic scores.


Special learning and experiences this half term
Lent and Easter Eucharist
World Book Day – including the animal or book-character puppet DT project
United Kingdom Geography Day
British Science Week – including a Safari Stu Science Afternoon
Neurodiversity Celebration Week
Parent consultations
Spanish song and PE dance performance to parents
Easter Crispy Cakes food-technology activity
Easter celebrations
Ramadan and Eid learning where calendar timing is appropriate
Books you may like to browse at your local library
There is no expectation to buy these books. Your local library may have them or similar titles on the same themes.
The Queen's Hat by Steve Antony
Oi Frog! by Kes Gray and Jim Field
The Lion Inside by Rachel Bright and Jim Field
The Koala Who Could by Rachel Bright and Jim Field
The Easter Story by Brian Wildsmith
Children's atlases and simple information books about the United Kingdom
Animal encyclopaedias and simple animal classification books
Books about mammals, birds, fish, reptiles and amphibians
Books about London landmarks and the four countries of the UK
Books with puppets, textiles, sewing or simple making ideas for young children
Conversation starters for home
Try one at dinner, on a walk, in the car or at bedtime. The aim is to help children explain, justify, compare and wonder.
What are the four countries of the United Kingdom? Can you name any of their capital cities?
If you could take The Queen's Hat to another UK landmark, where would it go and why?
How could you sort these animals? Could someone else sort them in a different sensible way?
What clues tell you that an animal belongs in a particular group?
Can you show 37 as tens and ones? What is one more? What is one less?
Which object is longer? How could we prove it fairly?
What makes a question different from a statement when we say it and when we write it?
What does a puppet need to do to be successful? How could you test whether its joins are secure?
Can you make a musical 'question' by tapping a pattern, then ask someone at home to make a musical 'answer'?
What do Christians remember and celebrate at Easter?
Useful online support
These links are optional. Keep online sessions short and use only the parts that match current learning.
BBC Bitesize Primary – free primary curriculum support. Useful searches this half term include 'United Kingdom KS1', 'animal groups KS1', 'place value KS1', 'length and height KS1' and 'Easter Christianity KS1'.
Topmarks – Place Value Games – free games for ages 5–7 that support two-digit number understanding and tens and ones.
Topmarks – Measuring Games – a collection of age-appropriate games linked to measures. Choose activities that focus on length and comparison.
Topmarks – Hit the Button – use Number Bonds up to 20 or suitable doubles facts to maintain fluency from the addition and subtraction unit.
URLs: BBC Bitesize Primary – https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary  |  Topmarks Place Value – https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/place-value-odd-and-even  |  Topmarks Measures – https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/measures  |  Hit the Button – https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
Online safety: Please supervise links and videos. Children should know to tell a trusted adult if anything online worries or confuses them.
The best ways to help
Read together, talk together and notice learning in ordinary life. Ask your child to explain how they know, give them time to find the words and value thoughtful answers rather than speed. Home support should feel positive, useful and manageable.
Talk • Read • Notice • Explain • Enjoy
