YEAR 1 • LEARNING TOGETHER AT HOME
YEAR 1
Summer 2 Learning Guide
London: Fire, Materials and Change
	Summer 2 brings together London, the Great Fire of London, building and materials, structures and change. Children will apply everything they have learned about writing, strengthen number understanding to 100, develop their understanding of time and position and direction and prepare confidently for Year 2. History, Science, DT, Computing, PE, RE, Spanish, Music and PSHE all provide rich opportunities to explain, compare, question and justify ideas.


How to use this guide
This is not a homework checklist. It is a parent-friendly overview of the learning children will meet in school, with ideas for talking, reading and noticing at home. Short, relaxed conversations are often more valuable than extra worksheets.
English and Drawing Club
Half-term writing skill: apply all taught Year 1 writing skills with increasing independence. Children will write for a range of purposes, build stamina, reread their work and edit consistently in preparation for Year 2.
Our writing non-negotiables
Say and rehearse a sentence aloud before writing.
Begin every sentence with a capital letter and use clear finger spaces.
Choose and use suitable end punctuation, including full stops, question marks and exclamation marks.
Use adjectives to add useful detail and commas when writing a list.
Use and, but and because to join or extend ideas when they make sense.
Use taught phonics to segment unfamiliar words and spell known common exception words independently.
Reread each sentence and longer pieces to check that they make sense.
Edit by adding, changing or correcting words, spellings and punctuation.
Write with increasing stamina, independence and confidence for different purposes.
Keep handwriting clear, correctly formed and appropriately spaced.
Drawing Club texts and curriculum links
Week 1 – The Great Fire of London – History: events beyond living memory
Week 2 – Phonics Screening Check week – protected phonics, reading and writing application
Week 3 – Vlad and the Great Fire of London – History: sequencing events, cause and consequence
Week 4 – Iggy Peck, Architect – Design & Technology: structures and rebuilding
Week 5 – The Building Boy – Science and DT: everyday materials, engineering and construction
Week 6 – The Day You Begin – transition: confidence, new beginnings and belonging
Supporting cross-curricular texts in school include: Look Inside London, Great Fire of London non-fiction, Firefighter, materials information books and London information books.
Talk at home: Ask your child to retell an event in order, explain a cause using because, compare two materials or justify a design choice. Encourage them to answer in a complete sentence and add detail rather than giving a one-word response.
Phonics and reading
Monster Phonics continues with review and consolidation. The statutory Year 1 Phonics Screening Check takes place in June. After the check, teaching continues: children revisit taught graphemes, focus words and high-frequency words, including any areas that still need strengthening, before end-of-year assessment and transition to Year 2.
Read little and often and reread familiar decodable books to build fluency and expression.
Encourage your child to spot the grapheme, say the phoneme and blend through an unfamiliar word.
Keep practising common exception words and high-frequency words in short, playful bursts.
Read nonsense words occasionally so children practise using phonics rather than guessing from meaning.
Talk about what has been read: ask your child to sequence events, explain why something happened and find clues in the text.
Maths
Place Value within 100 – Children extend their number understanding to 100. They count forwards and backwards, recognise tens and ones, partition two-digit numbers, use number lines and compare numbers. They also reason about one more and one less and explain how the value of a number is determined by its tens and ones.
Maths supporting texts: One Is a Snail, Ten Is a Crab; Penguin Place Value.
Position and Direction – This learning is taught through planned outdoor and OAA activities alongside explicit maths teaching. Children use precise positional and directional language, follow and describe routes and movements and develop their understanding of turns and position. Practical movement helps children explain where something is and how it has moved.
Maths supporting texts: Mr Gumpy's Outing; Chicken Licken.
Time – Children sequence events using before, after, first, next and finally, revisit the days of the week and months of the year and compare durations using hours, minutes and seconds. They learn to tell the time to the hour and half hour on an analogue clock and connect this to familiar daily routines.
Maths supporting texts: Peace at Last; Jasper's Beanstalk; The Princess and the Wizard; seasons books; Just a Second.
Easy maths at home: spot and read house numbers, count on and back across a tens boundary, make two-digit numbers with groups of ten and single objects, give directions around the house or garden using turns and positional language and talk about the time of familiar events such as breakfast, school, dinner and bedtime.
Across the curriculum
	Curriculum area
	What we will be learning

	History
	The Great Fire of London – children learn what happened in 1666, how the fire began in a bakery on Pudding Lane, why it spread, how people tried to stop it and what changed afterwards. They meet Samuel Pepys as an important historical source and explore chronology, cause and consequence. We hope to have a visit from the fire brigade.

	Science
	Exploring Everyday Materials 2 – children investigate which materials are suitable for different purposes. They build structures that can withstand wind and water, explore glass, furniture and fabrics and explain why particular materials are suitable using their properties.

	Computing
	Programming Animations – children build on early programming knowledge by creating and changing simple animations. They use sequences of commands, make choices about movement and appearance, test what happens and debug when an outcome is not as intended.

	PE
	Invasion Games – children travel in different ways, change direction and develop control while moving with a ball. They practise passing with hands and feet, aiming towards a target and applying these skills in simple games. Outdoor OAA also supports the maths Position and Direction unit.

	Design & Technology
	Structures – London: Build, Test, Improve. Children investigate what makes structures stand, explore strength, stiffness and stability and practise joining and making frames. Tower Bridge and Iggy Peck, Architect provide real and fictional stimuli before children design and make a London structure, then test, evaluate and improve it.

	PSHE
	Changing Me – children learn about life cycles, growing and change. They discuss ways they have changed since being babies, understand that people grow at different rates and think about feelings linked to change and moving to a new class. In line with the school's safeguarding curriculum, correct anatomical vocabulary and body privacy are also taught in an age-appropriate way.

	RE
	Islam: Who is Muslim, what do they believe and how do they live? Part 2 – children deepen their understanding of Muslim belief and practice through stories about Prophet Muhammad, the Qur'an, prayer and simple introductions to the Five Pillars. They consider values such as prayer, respect, celebration and self-control.

	Spanish
	En la selva – In the Jungle. Children learn to recognise and recall seven jungle animals in Spanish and revisit numbers 1–5. They continue developing careful listening, memory and pronunciation and begin to notice that Spanish nouns can use different words for 'the', for example el and la.

	Music
	Come Dance with Me – children develop call-and-response singing and playing, echo singing, beat skills and percussion. They work with crotchets, quavers and crotchet rests, play simple rhythmic responses and finish by inventing new lyrics and turning them into musical phrases.


Special learning and experiences this half term
Statutory Year 1 Phonics Screening Check
Great Fire of London history learning and a fire brigade visit
London structures DT project: build, test, evaluate and improve
Assessment week
Sports Week
Repurpose and Reuse challenge using recycled materials
Father's Day card making
Transition activities and reflection on Year 1
Books you may like to browse at your local library
There is no expectation to buy these books. Your local library may have these titles or similar books on the same themes.
Vlad and the Great Fire of London by Kate Cunningham
Iggy Peck, Architect by Andrea Beaty
The Building Boy by Ross Montgomery
The Day You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson
Look Inside London or another child-friendly London information book
Non-fiction books about the Great Fire of London and Samuel Pepys
Books about firefighters and fire safety
Simple books about materials, buildings, bridges and engineering
Children's atlases or London maps for locating landmarks and routes
Books about starting a new class, change and moving on
Conversation starters for home
Try one at dinner, on a walk, in the car or at bedtime. The aim is to help children explain, justify, compare and wonder.
What happened first, next and finally in the Great Fire of London?
Why did the fire spread so quickly? Can you give more than one reason?
Why is Samuel Pepys useful when we learn about the fire?
How was London changed after the fire?
Which material would you choose for a window, a roof or a raincoat? Why?
What makes a structure strong, stiff and stable?
If your structure wobbled, what would you change and why?
Can you make a two-digit number and explain how many tens and ones it has?
Which is greater: 64 or 46? How can you prove it?
Can you direct me from one place to another using precise position and turn words?
What time do we usually eat breakfast or go to bed? Can you show it on a clock?
Can you remember any jungle animals in Spanish?
What does call-and-response mean in music?
What are you proud of from Year 1 and what are you looking forward to in Year 2?
Useful online support
These links are optional. Keep online sessions short and use only the parts that match current learning.
BBC Bitesize Primary – free primary curriculum support. Useful searches this half term include 'Great Fire of London', 'materials KS1', 'place value KS1', 'time KS1' and 'position and direction KS1'.
BBC School Radio – The Great Fire of London – audio-based Great Fire of London learning which can support history discussion and retelling.
Topmarks – Counting Games 5–7 – useful for counting, number order and number patterns to 100.
Topmarks – Telling the Time – an interactive teaching clock for practising o'clock and half past together.
URLs: BBC Bitesize Primary – https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary  |  BBC School Radio – https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/z4b2cqt  |  Topmarks Counting – https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting  |  Topmarks Teaching Clock – https://www.topmarks.co.uk/time/teaching-clock
Online safety: Please supervise links and videos. Children should know to tell a trusted adult if anything online worries or confuses them.
The best ways to help
Read together, talk together and notice learning in ordinary life. Ask your child to explain how they know, give them time to find the words and encourage them to use because when justifying an idea. Summer 2 is about bringing Year 1 learning together with confidence, independence and curiosity ready for Year 2.
Talk • Read • Notice • Explain • Enjoy
