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11/09/26 

Welcome message from the Headteacher 

Welcome back to St John’s! 
What a busy two weeks it has been at school! Not only have the children settled in so 
well, but the staff have also done an incredible job preparing the children for a new 
academic year. I am very proud of our school and the community that we have created. 
Not only do I feel that we are going to reach new goals, but we are also going to be 
able to develop our school further.  
 
The new office systems are working well, and we thank all staff and parents for being 
patient with the changes. Additionally, the school grounds are improving each day and 
we thank our builders and site management for ensuring our school is kept safe.  
 
The last two weeks I have been popping into classes and getting to know our new 
children as well as catching up with pupils about their summer holidays. All the children 
have had a great time and enjoyed the break but are also ready for a busy year. This 
year we are going to be focusing on three targets in school:  
 
- To develop our EYFS knowledge and delivery including subject leaders’ knowledge 

- To develop oracy skills for children having better conversations and being able to unpick 

problems when they arise.  

- To build on the strong foundations in essential skills such as handwriting and maths 

fluency skills.  

We would like you to help your child practice these skills at home with handwriting 
opportunities and times to discuss our oracy question of the week. We share these 
each week on a Friday. This week’s oracy question is: if you could travel anywhere in 
the world, where would you go and why? 
 
Homework is now set up on Seesaw and on your class page on our school website. 
Reading, TTrockstars and Numbots must be completed to help build these fluency 
skills. Bingo style homework is found to be completed of which 5 must be completed for 
the autumn term.   
 
The field will be a key project this year and we will be working on this soon, please look 
out for further information. We will need your help to ensure that we have grounds that 
are for all children to use all year round. We will be doing our tidy Friday events at the 
end of each half term with parents and children.  
 
Finally, a reminder that I will be reading at the service this Sunday at St John’s Church 
with a focus on reading. It would be great to see families including our newest reception 
and nursery families there for 10:30am.  
 
 Have a great weekend - Mr Worton-Geer 
 

 

 

Pupil quote of the week-   Jesse (Year 4): We have been learning about number 
lines, presenting numbers to 1000 and I have had a great time outside with our new 
equipment.   

Quote from the bible- 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 – "Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs." 

 

Improvements to the 
school: 

We have had several improvements 

so far: 
 

- Our new front office, 

entrance and headteacher 

office is complete. We are 

working on a few bits 

around the entrance area 

including updating a 

PowerPoint to explore what 

the school is up to each 

week. Watch out for this to 

go live very soon.  

- We have a new work 

surface in the EYFS 

intervention room 

- Thunder mountain and the 

back gate have been fixed 

- A new basketball hoop has 

been fitted and is being 

used on a daily basis 

- A new window has been 

fitted in the Reception 

class. 

- A new planting area at the 

front of the office is ready 

to go ahead  

 

 

 

Autumn Term 1 

Value: Love  
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Highlights 
Here is some useful information that is happening in the school. 
  

Amazon Wish list 
We have created our amazon wish list if parents would 
like to buy items for the school – this would be greatly 

appreciated. The link is found here. Throughout the year 

we will update the wish list.  

Attendance: 
Week commencing 7th September 2026 

Year  Percent Place 

Nursery 100% 1st     

Year 1 96.7% 5th     

Year 2 97% 4th     

Year 3 97.77% 2nd   

Year 4 97.3% 3rd  

Year 5 96% 6th    

Year 6 95.7% 7th     

Year R 100% 1st    
 

Social Media:  
We have begun to explore the world of social media in order to help 

support promote the school and share with our community including our 

podcast. Please can you update your photo and video consent for social 

media – found on Arbor.  

Youtube: https://youtube.com/shorts/6OBtkSibRWM?feature=share 

Instagram:  

https://www.instagram.com/digswellstjohns?igsh=MXB6Nm1qaHc3dHE2

eQ%3D%3D&utm_source=qr   

Autumn 1st half term -PSHE- Keeping safe 
 
Across the school, from Nursery to Year 6,  we will starting our new 'Jigsaw' topic called ‘Being me in 
my world ‘. 
The children will be involved in a weekly class lesson at their own level of understanding. 
The children record their weekly discussions and learning in a class ‘ floor book’, which is accessible 
to them in their classrooms. 
Children from y1-y6 also started to learn the new song for the unit called 'side by side’. 
 
If you wish to know more about our Jigsaw lessons, the programmes of study can be found on the 
school website page - under 'curriculum- keeping safe 'PSHE’. 
 
Mrs Rachel de la Croix 
 
 
Oracy:  
This year, we are developing our children’s oracy skills across St John’s. Oracy is simply the ability to speak and listen 
effectively. We are helping children to express their ideas clearly, listen carefully to others, build confidence when speaking, 
and take part in meaningful conversations. These skills are an important part of learning and help children to communicate 
confidently both in school and in everyday life.  
 
Safeguarding:  
At St John’s, the safety and wellbeing of our children is our highest priority. We want all parents and carers to feel that they 
can come and speak to us if they have any concerns about a child’s safety, wellbeing or welfare. Our Designated 
Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is Mr Worton-Geer, supported by our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads (DDSLs), Mrs De La 
Croix and Miss Brady. Please do not hesitate to speak to a member of the safeguarding team if you have a concern or simply 
need some advice - we are always here to listen and support you. 
 
 
 
  

Child Prayer: 
Dear God, thank you for that we are here today and that we have clean water and food. Thank you for our lovely 
school where we get to learn and have a great time.  

Amen (Year 4 - Amber ) 
 
  

https://amzn.eu/7jTBxBj
https://youtube.com/shorts/6OBtkSibRWM?feature=share
https://www.instagram.com/digswellstjohns?igsh=MXB6Nm1qaHc3dHE2eQ%3D%3D&utm_source=qr
https://www.instagram.com/digswellstjohns?igsh=MXB6Nm1qaHc3dHE2eQ%3D%3D&utm_source=qr
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Calendar 

Wednesday 16th September  Year 1 Phonics Workshop – 8:50am – school hall 

Wednesday 16th September  Year 1 Phonics Workshop – 14:50pm – school hall 

Thursday 17th September  Year 3 TTrockstars launch – 8:50am – school hall 

Thursday 17th September  Year 3 TTrockstars launch – 15:00pm – school hall 

Thursday 17th September Reception/ Nursery parent tour – 14:00pm 

Friday 18th September  Year 4 forest School Day  

Saturday 19th September Reception/ Nursery parent tour – 10:00am 

Monday 21st-Friday 25th September Bike Ability level 1, 2 and 3 

Monday 21st September Reception/nursery Numbots workshop  – 8:50am – school hall 

Monday 21st September Reception/nursery Numbots workshop  – 15:00pm – school hall 

Tuesday 22nd September Safeguarding for volunteers training 9am and 2pm  

Friday 25th September  Year 3 Forest School Day 

Monday 28th September  Reception and Nursery tour 4pm  

Tuesday 29th September Monster Phonics day – dress up Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2 

Friday 2nd October  Year 2 Forest School Day 

Wednesday 7th October  Spanish Day  

Thursday 8th October  Harvest Festival service @ st John’s Church  

Thursday 8th October  Reception/ Nursery parent tour – 2:00pm 

Friday 9th October Year 1 Forest School Day 

Monday 12th October Year 4 Swimming sessions week 

Wednesday 14th October Reception reading meeting 2:30pm 

Friday 16th October  Year 6 Forest School  

Modnay 19th October  Reception/ Nursery parent tour – 2:00pm 

Tuesday 20th October Book look afternoon 2:30pm 

Wednesday 21st October  Parents Evening  

Thursday 22nd October Parents Evening 

Friday 23rd October  Year 5 Forest School Day 
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Academic Highlights 
Here is some useful information that is happening in the school. 

  

EYFS 
 
In Reception, we have celebrated our 

very first week in school. The children 

have loved exploring the classroom and 

outdoors. We have been learning each 

other's names and what we like to do. 

We are so proud of how well the children 

are settling and we are looking forward 

to all our adventures coming up. 

 

                                       KS1 
 
Year 1 have hit the ground running! We have been incredibly proud of how 
well the children have settled into their new classroom and embraced the 
transition to Year 1 - even if there are a few rather tired little faces by the end of 
the day! We have gently begun introducing our Year 1 subjects and routines, 
while making plenty of time to build our new class community. We shared Our 
Class is a Family and created friendship bands to celebrate the kindness and 
connections already growing between us. We also enjoyed Not a Stick, before 
letting our imaginations loose and creating our own wonderfully inventive 
versions of the story. In Maths, we have begun exploring place value within 10, 
including sorting and comparing objects in different ways. Above all, we have 
been so impressed by the children’s resilience, enthusiasm and most 
importantly, the kindness they have shown one another. What a fabulous start to 
Year 1! 

 

Lower KS2 
 

Our Year 3 pupils have made a fantastic start to the new school year, settling 
into Key Stage 2 with maturity and enthusiasm. Our focus for indoor PE this 
term is gymnastics and in their first lesson they explored different ways of 
balancing. 
Moving up to a new key stage can sometimes feel like a balancing act, but 
just like in the photo, the children have shown focus, control, and poise as 
they navigate this new chapter. Just like the paired balances they created, 
they have been working together and supporting one another as they 
navigate this new chapter. 
We are so proud of how quickly they have found their feet and cannot wait to 
see them go from strength to strength this term. 

 

Upper KS2 
 
 

Year 5 and 6 have had a fantastic first week back. Lots of amazing learning! It's also been 
great to catch up and chat about what everyone has been up to over the summer. The 
children also enjoyed taking part in a tag rugby session earlier this week with Mr O'Neil 
from Monk's Walk School. 
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Parish News 
Here is some useful information that is happening in the Parish. 
  

 
 

 

Donations:  
If you wish to contribute to a donation, please see the 

new link: 

 

https://givealittle.co/c/ba0580ac-0010-48cd-be88-

35d9d2fdcd98  

 

 

THIS WEEKEND 

CREAM TEAS at St John's 

Saturday 12 September 

1:30-4:00pm 

Come with family friends to enjoy a delicious cream tea as we celebrate St 

John's patronal weekend 

 

Sunday 13  

Patronal Eucharist at St John's 

TIME-10:30 am 

Speaker- Mr Arnie Worton-Geer 

followed by BBQ 

 

After a summer break 

All AGE SERVICE resumes 

Sunday 20 September 

9:30am 

Songs, Prayers, Story, Eucharist 

Followed by refreshments 

 

Sunday Oct 4 

9.30am  

Harvest Festival 

Join us once again to support our local food bank  

as we pray for all farmers and those in the food industry 

 

Save the Date 

Sunday Nov 1  

10.30am Memorial Service for the departed. 

We will be remembering our loved ones once again during 

All Souls and All Saints. Do join us and note the time. 

 

Don't forget there is always a warm welcome 

at either of the Parish Cafes. 

Coffee Pot 

Fridays  

9:00-12 noon 

St John's Church, Monks Rise 

 

The Hub Cafe 

Saturdays  

10:00-12:30pm 

CtKHub, Haldens 

 

TEA, TOAST and TODDLERS 

Time: 9:00-10:30 am 

Toys, craft activity, messy play and  plenty of toast! 

When:First and Third Thursday of the Month 

Where: The Hub at Christ the King, Haldens 

We are looking for volunteers to help once a month with refreshments, 

setting up the toys, helping with the craft activity and welcoming all who 

come along.  

Please email us at info@digswellparish.org.uk for more information. 

 

 

Here is the collective worship list for school visits on 

Tuesday’s: 

Sept 

11 Church Eucharist Fr Rob Selina 

15 Selina (Holy Cross) 

22 Lee  - governor (St Matthew) 

29 Ben- governor (St Michael and All Angels) 

 

Oct 

8 Harvest Service in Church Selina Fr Rob 

13 Fr Rob (Stewardship) 

20 Selina (Value - Love) 

 

Nov 

3 Bibles Fr Rob 

11 Remembrance Selina 

19 Fr Rob (Value -Hope) 

24 Lee - governor (Feast of Christ the King) 

 

Dec 

1 Advent Eucharist Fr Rob 

10 Selina Advent 

  

 

https://givealittle.co/c/ba0580ac-0010-48cd-be88-35d9d2fdcd98
https://givealittle.co/c/ba0580ac-0010-48cd-be88-35d9d2fdcd98
mailto:info@digswellparish.org.uk
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The Friends News 
 
Here is some useful information that is happening with the Friends. 

 

         

 

 

Target: £20,000 
 
Total so far: 
£0 

Summer Fate 

World Book day 
 

Sport’s day 

 

 

Sponsored 
Bounce event -  

Christmas 
bizarre 

 

 

Reps for each class 

Vacancy Nursery Vacancy 

Roshni 
Bharij 

Reception Vacancy 

Natalie 
Burnett 

Year 1 Nicola 
Pattison 

Fiona 
Hetheringto

n 

Year 2 Sara Box-
Hashem 

Claire Dixon Year 3  Chantelle 
Newman 

Kelly Butler Year 4 Lauren 
Bowman 

Jo Jamieson Year 5 Lisa Robson 

Lee Pocha Year 6 Natalie 
Burnett 

Our future events that we would like to run and will need 
support are: 

- Christmas Fair 

- Christmas Cards 

- Mother’s Day project 

- Father’s Day project 

- Sports Day 

- Year 6 Show 

- Odd shoe day 

We have updated our webpage on the school website.  
Please come and visit to see how we have spent the 
money so far: 

 
https://www.digswell.herts.sch.uk/the-friends-association  

Fireworks 
 

Anonymous 
Donations 

£1000 

Grants 

Quiz night  
 

   

https://www.digswell.herts.sch.uk/the-friends-association


 

7 

 
© St. John's CofE VA Primary School. All rights reserved. 2026. 

   

 

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8 

 
© St. John's CofE VA Primary School. All rights reserved. 2026. 

 

  
 

 


